L LIBR 
60408 


Books and Reading Number 


Che Sunday School Cimes 


Copyright, 1930, by-The Sunday School Times Co. Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post-office at Philadelphia, Pa., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
ntered as second-class matter at the post-office department, Ottawa, Canada. 


Gonanessyene 
ben st 
MASS 








at 


ort 


Ta TET 


a 


ve 


his 
ing 
ee. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 323-327 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, November 22, 1930 


Volume Seventy-two. No. 47 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 703 





Lesson for Decémber 7 in this issue 
Lesson 10.—Stephen. (An. rly Interpreter of Christianity.) 
Aats $:1 to 7:@ 

Notes on Open. Letters: 
Dr. Stanley Jonés and The Sunday School Times .. 686 





_ Present Signs of Christ’s Second Coming. By W. Bell 


Dawson, M.A., D.Sc., M.Inst.C.E., F.R.S.C. ........ 687 
A Christmas Sunday School Service. By Ivan C. Frick- 

GORE dekc sonics ven secyebe6eccss scutes Leeset de cess ceceye Soutees 688 
Announcement of Coming Articles ..........csseeeeeeseees 689 
WAR BOE 1h BGS ER vivciecciii i ccvscccsscsticcvsescscvcees 690 


International Uniform Lesson 
“Eyes in the Dark”’ 
Se ee re eer ee eT Tee 

Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By John W. Lane, Jr. 703 
For Family Worship. By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. .. 704 











OOD advertising has expanded and revolution- 

ized many a business. It has made for better 

‘ products at lower cost. The buyer reaps the benefit 

of this constructive force. It is to your advantage 

to study the advertisements appearing in the TIMES 
every week. 




















“The God Who Answereth” 


By Annie Johnson Flint 
“* When he shail hear it, he will answer thee.’ — Isaiah 30:19, 


LORD! Thou dost not listen to our prayers 
Indifferent and silent and at ease, 
Aloof, withdrawn to some high, holy place 
Beyond the sound of our beseeching pleas; 


Nay, Thou dost hearken with attentive ear, 

Thy tender heart each faint request dost heed, 
Thine arm of power and Thy hand of love 

Will help or comfort, whatsoe’er our need. 


Thou hearest, and, oh, thanks to Thee, our God! 
‘Thou answereth, as father to a child; 

Thou dost not always give what we may ask, 
But if Thou must deny,rwith chidings mild 


Thou showest us the wisdom of Thy choice, 
Or if awhile delay our faith must test 

Thou biddest us in patience wait on Thee ; 
Oh, Lord who hearest and who answereth. 











Our Opportunity in Business Depression 

When men’s hearts fail them for fear, Ged gets 
a chance. The darkness and uncertainty of conditions 
in the world today is the soul-winner’s opportunity. 
A Christian man has been praying for ten years for 
the salvation of a friend of his, a business man much 
older than he. In a recent letter he writes: “I have 
just returned from my friend ’s place of busi- 
ness. Before entering the store I asked God to apen 
the road for spiritual matters. . . . I am bursting! 
For one hour and a quarter I answered his anxious 
inquiries about God’s program. As a business man 
near the trail’s end he has come to see that the sys- 
tem put up by the world is about to topple. The 
blessed Lord gave me Scripture after Scripture — it 
was not I, but the Holy Spirit talked through me so 
calmly and quietly and so tenderly to that anxious 
inquirer —tears in his eyes. (I was in his private 
office, during the lunch hour.) I traced the world’s 
history from the head of gold to the feet of clay — 
he could see it all—a world in rebellion and the 
natural consequences. I read him John 1: 1-15. (“He 
came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
But as many as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name.”) As I was explaining the Trinity, or 





trying to, (he was raised a Unitarian) he struck a 


match to l.ght his cigarette. ‘There it is,’ I said. 
‘Three in one—light, flame, and heat.’ Say, every 
time he strikes a match he'll have to think of the 
Trinity! I kept calling on God for help. Then as 
I closed my Testament I asked if he had ever received 
Jesus Christ. He said, ‘No,’ and wanted time to think 
it over. Just think! —this has come after ten years of 
prayer. I know he will confess Christ, but we must 
hedge him about with prayer, He asked me to come 
back again.” Disaster and darknes, in the world 
today are making men’s hearts long for light and 
salvation. Especially will they listen to the wonderful 
story of Christ’s return, and we should be quick and 
faithful to use the message of our Lord’s Coming 
to urge that they take him as Saviour, now while 
there is yet time, that they may be ready to see him 
with joy when he comes, and be delivered from the 
infinitely worse times of trouble that are coming upon 
the whole earth. 
oe” 


Claiming Our Portion 


Heirs of an estate usually have a keen interest 
in what they are going to possess. They are not likely 
to know until the will is read; the reading of the will 
may bring disappointment, or unexpected riches. 
Strange to say, the children of God do not always 
show as keen and eager an interest in ascertaining 
what has been left them in his will as do children 
of the world when receiving an earthly legacy. A 
will is of no effect until the testator dies; hence the 
Lord Jesus Christ had to die in order to make his 
great will and testament in our favor effective. “For 
where a testament is, there must.also of necessity be 
the death of the testator. For a testament is of force 
after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at 
all while the testator liveth” (Heb. 9:16, 17). The 
entire Bible is the document, sealed by the blood of 
Christ at his death, that tells us what God has given 
us. Our part in it, our portion, is unbelievably rich. 
A Christian man sent as a greeting card to his friends 
three Scripture passages referring to this. The best 
and greatest part of our inheritance is God himself; 
and he says to us, as he did to the Levites of old: “I 
am thy part and thine inheritance” (Num. 18:20). 


As we realize what we have inherited we cannot but 
rejoice; “They shall rejoice in their portion” (Isa. 
61:7). We do not deserve any share in God’s will, 
and only he can make us worthy, therefore we give 
“thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to 
be partakers of the inheritance” (Col. 1:12). The 
heirs of a human* will are sometimes provided for in 
abundance for the rest of their earthly life. God has 
done better for us than that: he has provided for us 
in abundance for the rest of our earthly life and for 
all eternity. 
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An Improved Atonement 


God tells us that Christ died for our sins. Cow- 
per, believing this, many years ago wrote the old 
hymn, “There is a fountain filled with blood,” and 
countless multitudes of the redeemed have sung that 
hymn through the years with thanksgiving in their 
hearts to their wonderful Saviour. But social science 
has discovered a new way of atonement, better than 
the old, it says. The announcement of this is not sur- 
prising; apostasy long ago abandoned “the offence 
of the cross” and rejected God’s way of atonement. 
But it ts surprising to see this new and “scientific” 
atonement approvingly presented in the official organ 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A, The 
P esbyterian Magazine. Its September issue reviews 
a book by Shailer Mathews, a well-known religious 
liberal, entitled “The Atonement and the Social Proc- 
ess.” After stating that atonement .through the death 
of Christ used -to be interpreted in substitutionary 
terms, the review continues: “Our scientific age has 
outgrown such ideas and must learn to think of the 
atonement in the pattern of process. Jesus, while sut- 
fering from others’ maladjustment to personality- 
evolving forces of the cosmic process — triumphed 
through his own adjustment to those forces, and thus 
became our Saviour.” This is the scientific atonement 
offered by Shailer Mathews, and by the University 
of Chicago, and by The Presbyterian Magazine, as an 
improvement upon God’s plan of salvation demanded 
by our scientific age. Would it, if clearly set forth, 
get results in a rescue mission? Could it ever save 
one sinner, either in the lowest slums or on the uni- 
versity campus? 


The Latest Teaching of Stanley Jones 


latest book by Dr. E, Stanley Jones, “The 

Christ of Every Road.” The title commands 
interest because of the widespread discussion aroused 
by “The Christ of the Indian Road,” the first book 
from this author, and in the minds of many there will 
arise the inquiry whether this new book enters into 
the problems that caused such controversy in con- 
nection with the earlier volume and its sequel, ‘Christ 
at the Round Tabie.” 

It is Dr. Jones’ conviction that we are on the verge 
of a spiritual awakening on a very extensive scale. 
He sets forth reasons for believing that the world 
ground is being prepared for such an awakening, evi- 
denced by (1) the scientific attitude toward life, with 
its demand for fact; (2) a trend toward experience 
away from abstract ideas; (3) an undertone of deep 
spiritual craving; (4) the great fact that religion is 
becoming Christ-centric, every other way proving 
futile. With these great heart cries of a world before 
it, the Church of Christ is seen as “the Church be- 
hind closed doors.” The experience of the disciples 
between the resurrection of Christ and Pentecost is 
taken as symbolic of the spiritual powerlessness of the 
present Church. 

“There are four pillars upon which Christ’s gospel 
rests: his Life, his Cross, his Resurrection, and his 
Coming into the lives of men — Pentecost. The gos- 
pel rests upon all four.” Before coming to his main 
theme of Pentecost, the writer discusses these other 


6 A STUDY in Pentecost” is the sub-title of the 





This editorial reviews “The Christ of Every Road,” by 
E. Stanley Jones (Abingdon Press, New York City, $1.50). 
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three facts, the life of Christ, his cross, and his resur- 
rection. 

The discussion of the meaning of Pentecost brings 
the writer to the vital question as to how a Christian 
may now enter into that purity and that power. From 
the experience of the early disciples he gathers four 
steps: “A Drawing Near, Self-surrender, Trust, 
Continuous Adjustment.” Strong emphasis is laid upon 
the absolute necessity of complete surrender, and then 
the necessity of following the surrender by a decisive 
step of faith. Then is to follow the continuance of 
victory. The finding of the Spirit is begun in prayer, 
and it must be continued and ended in prayer. 

In the closing chapter the Church is seen as face to 
face with a great decision. The world ground is being 
prepared for spiritual awakening on a widespread 
scale. Pentecost is” the great need of the Church. 
“We cannot go further until we go deeper.” 

The book sparkles with striking and stirring sen- 
tences. Hundreds of ministers may rightly pass 
on these aphorisms to multiplied thousands of their 
hearers. Here is a sample: “Before Pentecost 
the apostles wanted everything and had nothing; 
after Pentecost they wanted nothing and had every- 
thing.” 

The book is alive with vital- personal testimony. 
The writer’s own experiences in prayer and guidance, 
and the experiences of great Christians in being trans- 
formed through the fullness of the Spirit, make plain 
the application of the truths to everyday experience. 

The book is illuminated with rich and remarkable 
illustrations. The writer’s experiences, not only in 
India but throughout the world, and his touch with 
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men of all religions and all. shades of thought, fur- 
nish materials for illustrations that will be eagerly 
seized upon by many a preacher. 

The book is marked by warm, glowing enthusiasm. 
“It is wonderful to be a Christian” is its atmosphere. 

The book rings true on several of the issues raised 
by Modernism. The miraculous signs at Pentecost 
are not explained away. He speaks a strong word on 
the resurrection of the body. “Do not tell me that 
he arose spiritually and that this is the meaning of 
the resurrection.” 

The book is clear-cut on its Scriptural call for 
complete surrender and faith, a life lived out and -out 
for Christ. It is clear upon the supernatural char- 
acter of the fullness of the Spirit that is practically 
available for the Christian. 

Without.doubt many Christians, even among those 
who have been grieved by Dr. Jones’ other books, will 
read this book as expressive of their own deepest evan- 
gelical views of the Gospel of Grace. But, while 
certain false notes in “The Christ of the Indian Road” 
are not sounded here, there are other deep and funda- 
mental points of view against which discerning evan- 
gelical Christians revolted when they were presented 
in “The Christ of the Indian Road,” and which still 
lie at the basis of the thinking of the author of “The 
Christ of Every Road.” These must in faithfulness 
be presented. In making certain criticisms the TIMES 
would not discount the blessings which the truth that 
is in the book will, by God’s grace, bring to many 
who read it. 

The book presents a fatally false view of the Old 
Testament, and therefore of the whole Bible. 

In only one paragraph is this set forth in so many 
words, but it truly expresses the author’s conception 
of the Scriptures: “And.think how men misconceived 
God even in the history of Israel, where the highest con- 
ception of God was found among men. A mother was 
explaining to her little girl about the murder of the 
Amalekites. She said that revelation was progressive, 
and that now in Jesus we were told to love our enemies 
and to do good to them that despitefully use us. The 
little girl thought a moment and then her face lighted 
up and she said, ‘Now I understand —this back here 
was before God was a Christian’” (p. 59, 60). 

Thus Dr. Jones does not distinguish between the for- 
giving grace of God and his necessary judgment on 
sins. There are curses as well as blessings in the right- 
eous acts of God. “Is God unrighteous who visiteth 
with wrath?” Paul asks. And the answer is, “God 
forbid: for then how shall God judge the world?” 
(Rom. 3:5, 6.) 

It is one thing to say that the Jews had mistaken 
conceptions of God, and needed to be taught. It is 
another to say that the Holy Spirit who inspired the 
Old Testament writers permitted them in writing 
the Scriptures to tell lies about that God. It 
was God who told the Israelites to put to death (not 
to murder) the unspeakable Amalekites. It was God’s 
judgment that fell upon Saul for his disobedience in 
sparing Agag. We should fall down in praise before 
the God of judgment who thus cut away the cancer 
spots of the world. That mother should have ex- 
plained to her child that, if God had allowed the 
Amalekites and their kind to flourish, there would 
not be any little children today basking in the sun- 
light and beauty of Christian homes, asking questions 
about the Amalekites. Dr. Jones’ latest book shows 
with renewed emphasis and clearness that he joins 
with those who say that the God of the Old Testa- 
ment ts not the God revealed in Christ. This is not 
the view of the Church of Christ that was born at 


Pentecost. Those Spirit-filled disciples preached the 
Word, which meant the Old Testament. Timothy 
from a child knew these Holy Scriptures. And his 


mother and grandmother did not tell him that these 
God-breathed words presented men’s faulty and false 
views of God. Paul told Timothy the time would 
come when men would not endure sound doctrine, 
and would turn from this very Word of God to 
fables. Today we are in the midst of that move- 
~ ment. And where would fables be more alluring 
and dangerous than in such a: book as “The Christ 
of Every Road’? 

The book shows no discernment of the deadly dif- 
ference between Fundamentalism and Modernism. It 
is inevitable that we have the radical and conservative 
in religion, Dr. Jones writes, and he actually declares: 
“It would be a tragedy if we did not have them both. 
If we were all radicals, we would blow up! If we 
were all conservatives, we would dry up! But be- 
tween the pull of the two we make very definite 
progress in a middle direction” (p. 126). The writer’s 
gift for clever phrases now becomes a snare. What 
do these general statements mean, translated into fact? 

One man says Jesus was born of a virgin by the 
Holy Spirit of God. Another says that is a heathen 
superstition. 

One man says the blood of Christ was offered as 
a propitiation to God. Another says that is a pagan 
misconception of God. 

One man says the Bible is God’s Word. Another 
says the Bible records the faulty views that men had 
of God. 

One man says all men are lost, and if- they are 
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not saved will suffer eternally in hell. Another man 
Says no man is lost, and there is no hell. 

And Dr. Stanley Jones says all these beliefs are 
needed in the church. Not that he mentions these 
beliefs; but these beliefs indicate the real conflict be- 
tween conservative and radical in religion. And he 
comments: “As the mind of man seems naturally to 
break up into conservatism and radicalism, we will 
always have both with us, and since we cannot get 
rid of each other, we might as well make up our 
minds to live together as brothers” (pp. 129, 130). 

The heart of the issue between the Modernist and 
the believer in God’s Word is the question as to what 
the Gospel is. Intelligent men on both sides see clearly 
that one view is at the opposite pole from the other. 
Then some Modernists are preaching the “different 
gospel” of which Paul wrote when he pronounced a 
curse on the one who preached a Gospel different 
from his (Gal. 1:8, 9). Yet Dr. Jones says we must 
include both. How can this brilliant mind be capable 
of such playing with words and not recognize that he 
is doing so? It is because he has no clear conception 
of a Christian faith revealed by God and once for all 
delivered to the saints, a body of teaching that is in- 
fallible truth quite independent of what men think 
about it. Therefore “conservative” and “radical” are 
irrevocably and eternally opposed to each other. 


The book ignores the prophetic message of Scrip- 
ture. God has told us that the word of prophecy is a 
light shining in a dark place. Dr. Jones mentions four 
pillars, and his final pillar is Pentecost, standing for 
the coming of God into the lives of men. What he in- 
cludes is vital and true. What he omits is equally vital, 
the personal return of Christ and its relation to all 
the rest. Dr. Jones says that in the New Testament 
men “said little about the Beyond of salvation, they 
were so sure of its immediacy. They were sure of 
heaven because they had it—had it in immediate ex- 
perience” (p. 14). But the whole New Testament mes- 
sage points to the Beyond of salvation, and indeed has 
no meaning apart from that. We are sojourners and 
pilgrims here, in the New Testament view, eagerly 
looking for Christ to come. We have the earnest of 
the Holy Spirit, but this very fact, of the coming of the 
Spirit after the going away of Christ, points to the 
Day when Christ shall return. We are sealed with the 
Spirit unto the day of redemption (Eph. 1:13, 14). 
The Bible cannot tell the story of Pentecost without 
quoting Joel, and pointing forward to the great and 
dreadful day oi the Lord. 

This blindness to prophecy, along with the writer’s 
Modernistic view of the Old Testament, leads to 
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strange and almost unbelievable confusion on the ques- 
tion of war and peace. Dr. Jones believes that the 
teaching of our Lord concerning love of enemies 
makes war an impossibility for God. This is why 
he went so far as to quote with approval the remark 
that the God of Hosts of the Old Testament was not 
Christian. In his mistaken zeal to press this error 
home Dr. Jones makes statements that betray great 
ignorance and carelessness in his study of the Word. 
After Pentecost, he says, the disciples “could no longer 
call the Divine by the name of ‘Jehovah’ and ‘the 
Lord of Hosts,’ for these names seemed to recall too 
much of the physical and military force associated with 
him in the old days... . The Spirit that was within 
them was incompatible with anything but love” (p. 
192). Does not Dr. Jones know that James writes that 
the cries of ‘the oppressed poor had entered into the 
ears of “the Lord of hosts” (Jas. 5: 4), and that Paul 
quotes Isaiah’s “Lord of hosts” in Romans 9: 29? Does 
he not know that “the Lord” of the New Testament 
is the Greek equivalent of “Jehovah,” and that the 
very name “Jesus” means “Jehovah our Saviour”? 
The statement of Dr. Jones, if it means anything, 
means that the Old Testament gives a completely 
false view of the God of love, for the Old Tes- 
tament is full of judgment and war, war that was 
commanded by God. 

Dr. Jones is right in his insistence that the Chris- 
tian missionary should not use carnal weapons in his 
preaching of the Gospel. To do so would be Moham- 
medan practice. But to suggest that this means that 
God can never use force, or, authorize men to use 
force, in this present age of sin and human govern- 
ments, is to contradict New Testament as well as Old. 
The Spirit says through Paul that governmental powers 
are ordained of God: “He beareth not the sword 
in vain: for he is a minister of God, an avenger for 
wrath to him that doeth evil” (Rom. 13:4). There 
will come an age of universal peace and righteousness, 
when our Lord comes again. But Dr. Jones teaches 
that it is coming through the agency of governments 
that do not so much as mention the name of God in 
their official pronouncements upon peace. 

The author of this book has been spoken of as the 
greatest single spiritual force in the Christian world 
today. Yet he seeks to set forth the glorious truths 
of Pentecost in the language and thought of a modern 
spiritual movement that rejects the Bible as God’s 
infallible Word. That the Church needs revival is not 
open to question. But as there is only one way to be 
saved, so there is only one road to revival, and Dr. 
Stanley Jones’ latest book does not point the way. 





Dr. Stanley Jones and 
The Sunday School. Times 


You have published most unfair and unjust criti- 
cisms of the book “The Christ of the Indian Road,” 
by E. Stanley Jones. At that time your hasty judg- 
ments seemed to have been formed from’a surface 
view of the beliefs which you believed were found 
in the book. No doubt you have since read the sec- 
ond and third books by the same author, and have 
also perused his reply to your criticisms. If you 
have done so and have realized that you were quite 
mistaken in your early judgments, it seems as if it 
would be a generous gesture on your part if you 
would now frankly acknowledge your error and set 
before your readers a correct estimate of his re- 
ligious beliefs, which you must have recognized in 
your continued reading of his writings and possibly 
too from hearing his addresses. 

I am a missionary on furlough from India. I have 
known E. Stanley Jones personally since he first 
came to India and am sure that he is one of the 
most orthodox Christians I have ever known. If he 
is not orthodox, then I know of no one in Methodism 
who is orthodox. 


Perhaps you have already made restitution for the 
harsh criticism and unjust conclusions, but if not this 
would be an opportune time to do so. 

His last book, “The Christ of Every Road,” is 
exceptionally clear and distinct as to definite religious 
beliefs—An Indiana reader. 


Dr. Jones’ latest book, “The Christ of Every Road,” 
is reviewed in the leading editorial on the first two 
pages of this issue of THE SuNpAy ScHOOL TIMEs. 
It will be seen from this editorial that the Times’ 
earlier criticisms of Dr. Jones’ teachings were not 
mistaken or unjustified, as his latest book makes plain 
his rejection of vital Scriptural truths and teachings. 
The Times deeply regrets this. 

The second book of Dr. Jones, mentioned by the 
Indiana reader, “Christ at the Round Table,” was 
reviewed at length in the Times of June 2, 9, and 16, 
1928. It argues against the infallibility of the Scrip- 
tures; it fails to see that the heart of Hinduism is 
not God, but the Devil; it says that “the non-Chris- 








tian faiths had kept alive in the soul of India a thirst 
for God.” 


Tue Sunpay ScuHoot Times is grateful for the 
many letters received from readers in the United 
States and Canada and from missionaries in various 
foreign fields, expressing their approval of, and sin- 
cere agreement with, the necessarily critical comments 
on Dr. Jones’ teachings that have been published in 
these columns since the appearance of his first book. 
Other journals, both in North America and abroad, 
have called attention to Dr. Jones’ unscriptural teach- 
ings. There have been many Christian people, on the 
other hand, both in America and abroad, who have 
expressed hearty agreement with Dr. Jones’ positions 
and have felt that the criticisms are undeserved. Ap- 
parently they have not noticed the serious character 
of such teachings as the editorials in this and earlier 
issue of the Times have criticized; the verbatim 
quotations from Dr. Jones’ books show how far he is 
from accepting the authority of the Word of God. 

There has been some misunderstanding of the Times’ 
position, especially in relation to an extended defense 
of his own position sent by Dr. Jones to the Times 
but not published here. The Christian Patriot of 
Madras, India, published a long ietter from Dr. Jones 
on this subject, which was republished in The Chris- 
tian Advocate; in that letter Dr. Jones said, after ex- 
plaining that he did net ordinarily reply to criticisms: 

I did make an exception and replied at length to 
those appearing in THe Sunpay ScuHoot Times, 
but the editors were unchivalrous enough to refuse 
to print the reply, as well as those replies written by 
various friends. 

Several have written asking THe SuNpAy ScHoo1 
TrmeEs. about this; some have taken the Times severely 
to task for not publishing Dr. Jones’ reply, others 
have expressed their puzzled surprise, as in the fol- 
lowing letter from an Illinois reader: 


I treasure THE SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs very highly 
and admire your stand on the present-day problems 
confronting the Church. [It hurts me keenly to see 
the TIMEs criticized, and especially if unjustly so. I 


(Continued on page 688) 
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Present Signs of Christ’s Second Coming 


By W. Bell Dawson, M.A., 
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SUDDEN Cutmrnation.—In the explanations 
A Christ gives regarding his coming, there is no 

aspect of it he emphasizes more than its sudden- 
ness, and because of this he lays the most stress on the 
need for watchfulness. To the world at large it’ is 
entirely unexpected — “As a snare shall it come on 
all-them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.” 
| He compares the conditions at the time to the days 
of Nodh when the flood came, and the days of Lot 
when he went out of Sodom, for men ate and drank, 
they bought and sold, they planted and builded, “un- 
til the day” when they were all destroyed. “Even 
thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is 
revealed.” These surely are plain statements apart 
from any imagery or symbolism. The Lord further 
declares that his coming will be unmistakable as well 
as sudden — “For as the lightning’ cometh out of, the 
east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be.” 

The Christian who has “turned to God... to serve 
the living and true God; and to wait for his Son 
from heaven,” is one of the children of light who is 
not in darkness, that that day should overtake him 
as a thief (see 1 Thess. 1:9, 10; 5: 2-6). Neverthe- 
less Christ admonishes his disciples most pointedly 
to be watchful, intimating that they will lose much 
if they are found unready. For it is the “evil serv- 
ant” who says in his heart, “My lord delayeth his 
coming,” and becomes in consequence self-indulgent. 
The wise servant is in sympathy with his Master, and 
understands his great purpose toward men, for he 
knows that “the Lord is not slack concerning his prom- 
ise, .. . but is longsuffering . . . not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 
The servant may well ask himself whether this is 
his view also, and whether he is doing all that he 
might, while the opportunity continues, to bring about 
this desire of his Lord. 


Are We in the “Last Days’’? 

The Signs of His Coming.—lf the coming of Christ 
is thus to be sudden when it takes place, we may in- 
quire whether there are to be any signs or premoni- 
tions by which we may know that it is really near, 
When this question is asked, the incredulous are ever 
ready to remind us of those in the past who have 
thought the Advent near, and who even fixed a date 
for it, and found themselves mistaken. But this ob- 
jection shows a very superficial knowledge of the 
views set forth by the more reputable writers on 
prophecy, as could readily be explained by quoting 
them. An objection from quite another standpoint is 
that we can know nothing whatever as to the time, 
and that to make any inquiry regarding it verges on 
impiety because Christ himself said to his disciples: 
“It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, 
which the Father hath put in his own power.” Yet 
Christ had already given signs to his disciples, and 
had told them that when they should see these they 
would know that his coming in the clouds of heaven 
was near, even at the doors (Matt. 24: 30-33). 

We find then that both these objections are extreme, 
and they only stand in the way of an intelligent in- 
quiry into Scripture. It may be well also not to be 
too incredulous lest we find ourselves on the side of 
those scoffers of the last days who ask, “Where is 
the promise of his coming?” 

When the disciples asked the Lord, “What shall be 
the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” 
he gave them in reply a general account of the con- 
ditions while he would be away, and added as a sign 
the parable or emblem of the fig tree. This sign is 
very generally understood to mean the uplift of the 
Jewish people toward the close of the Christian dis- 
pensation. For seventeen centuries after the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem by the Romans, the Jews were prac- 
tically outlaws throughout the world, and no nation 
would give them the rights of citizenship. It is only 
within the last two centuries that any recognition has 
been given them. It is first seen in the British col- 
onies in the middle of the eighteenth century, where 
there was more equality than in the homelands, and 
this equality was embodied in the Constitution of the 
United States in 1776. At the French Revolution the 
Jews were given equal rights in every respect with 
other citizens. A series of steps to the same end were 
taken in Great Britain, which culminated in 1860. 

The Hebrew people themselves took little action 
until the Universal Israelitish Alliance was formed in 
Paris in 1860, but any steps toward a return to Pales- 
tine were hampered by the domination of the Turks. 
Since the Berlin Congress of 1878 the Turkish terri- 
tories have steadily diminished, as represented in 
prophecy by the drying up of the river Euphrates 








It is possible for Christian people to be like the 
scoffers and ask, ‘‘ Where is the promise of his 
coming?” Such an attitude may be the result of 
a desire not to take the extreme views of current 
events and prophecy. But in this third and con- 
cluding article of his series, Dr. Dawson shows 
clearly that the prophesied signs of the end of 
this age are appearing, and therefore that the 
Lord’s return may not be-far off. 








(Rev. 16:12), the gradual recession of the flood of 
conquest which originally spread from that source, 
This interpretation is very generally accepted as the 
symbol is so graphic and unmistakable. Since the 
initiation of the Zionist Movement in 1897, matters 
have progressed more rapidly. An impressive advance 
was caused by the Great War, when Jerusalem was 
delivered from the Turk at the close of a definite 
prophetical period, and the British man‘ate over Pal- 
estine made it possible for the Jews to return to their 
home land. ° 

When we regard this in view of the nineteen cen- 
turies that have elapsed since the time of Christ, it is 
all comparatively recent, and we see also the evident 
fulfillment of what was foretold for the “last days,” 
in return of the Hebrew people to their land, when 
the Lord who created Jacob and formed Israel (Isa. 
43:1) sends forth the call, “Bring my sons from far, 
and my daughters from the ends of the earth.’ We 
have thus reached the closing era, for we see the ful- 
fillment taking place. We see also how far on we are 
in the great drama of Revelation, for the drying up 
of the river Euphrates is depicted in the sixth vial, 
which leaves only one vial in the last of the three 
series of sevens, in which the visions of Revelation 
are set forth, 

The strong contrast between the good and the evil 
which develops toward the end, and the spread of 
apostasy in the Christian church are also indicated in 
Scripture as signs that the personal intervention of 
Christ is at hand. This is clearly set forth in the 
parables of Christ, and in accord with them he gives 
this further sign, “This gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come” (Matt. 24:14). 
The era of missions covers less than two centuries 
out of the nineteen in the Christian era, and the re- 
doubled activity in the spread of the Gospel is within 
the recollection of the present generation. In quite 
recent years mission work is being urgently pushed 
forward and new missions are being organized to 
reach every neglected field in the most inaccessible 
parts of the earth, that “each remotest nation may 
learn Messiah’s name.” 


Why Modernism Is a Sign 

Concurrently with this, a departure from the faith 
in the Christian church is becoming more and more 
pronounced. This is indicated in the Epistles as a 
distinctive feature of the last days, and it has de- 
veloped seriously in our time. For the Modernist 
regards the Bible as an account of the attempts made 
by good and worthy men in olden times to arrive at 
a knowledge of God. The writers of the Bible were 
merely feeling after God if haply they might find him, 
and it follows that we at the present day are much 
better able to know and to judge than the prophets 
of old, having now so much more light as well as 
the discussions on doctrine during centuries of Chris- 
tianity to guide us. 

This teaching is precisely what was promulgated 
by the infidel leaders of last century, but they had 
the honesty to avow themselves infidels, whereas those 
now holding these views profess to be Christians and 
remain in the church. It is this new attitude that 
is pointed out,in the Epistles as a sign of the last 
days, for in all the centuries there have been enemies 
outside the church who have made attacks upon the 
Bible. The apostles maintain that the Bible was 
written by holy men of God who “spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. But there ... shall be 
false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in 
destructive heresies” (see the connection in 2 Peter 
I:19 to 2:1). These teachers are “heady and high 
minded,” thinking that they know better than any 
before them. They maintain a form of godliness, but 
have set aside its power, for the Scriptures are “the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth,” and this power they necessarily lose if the 
Bible is considered untrustworthy. 

These same teachers of error go farther, and even 
deny “the Lord that bought them”; that is, they dis- 


credit the Lord as the Redeemer, and set aside the 
atonement which he accomplished. This word “bought” 
is the same as “redeem,” which is used of the atone- 
ment of Christ. (See the Greek for 2 Peter 2:1.) 
When once the Scriptures are discredited the heart 
of the Gospel is lost, and the punishment of those who 
thus pervert the truth is next set before us in the pas- 
sage referred to. This punishment, described as “swift 
destruction,” is explained by the same comparisons 
with Noah and the Flood, and with Sodom and Gomor- 
aah which Christ gives as the types of his coming. 
It is made very clear then, in several of the Epistles, 
that this “departure from the faith,” and the spread 
of misleading teaching in the church which goes with 
it are signs that the return of Christ is near. 
Without going into details the general conclusions 
that we gather from all the information that the Scrip- 
turés give, from the parables and onward, in regard 
to those who are living in the world when Christ 
comes, are to this effect: Those who are truly his, 
who believe in him, and are ready to welcome him 
will be acknowledged by him, and will take part with 
him in the “marriage supper of the Lamb.” On the 
other hand, those who merely profess to be Chris- 
tians, without any real conviction or vital faith in 
Christ, will be disowned. Among these, the ones who 
will be most severely judged are those who have per- 
verted the truth of God. There are individuals of this 
character, especially teachers of error, and also or- 
ganized groups or systems, that have become apostate. 


The Judgment of Christendom 


There will thus be immediately on his return a 
great separation between those whom he owns and 
those he disowns, for “the Lord knoweth them that 
are his.” This may broadly be termed the judgment 
of Christendom, in the countries where the Gospel is 
known and the people profess to be Christians. The 
remainder of the inhabitants of the world, those who 
have never had the opportunity to hear the Gospel 
so that they could understand it, will be spared to 
live under the rule of Christ during the millennium. 
All these distinctions are evidently in accord with the 
general principle that men are judged according to 
their attitude toward the light that has come to them. 
If they prefer the darkness to the light it is because 
their deeds are evil, and they will be judged accord- 
ingly, more especially those who have misled others 
by turning the truth of God into falsehood. 

Among these categories we are told least regarding 
the non-Christian races who have not heard the Gos- 
pel. But it is clear that they lose immensely through 
not having believed, as they might have done had 
they heard. For they do not share in all the wondrous 
privileges that believers in Christ enjoy during his 
millennial reign. Their ultimate fate is decided in 
the final judgment. 

On this outline see the following verses and their 
connection: Matthew 25: 1-13, 21; Luke 12:36, 37; 
Revelation 19:7. Also Matthew 7: 21-23. 

False teachers — Matthew 7:15; 24:24; 2 Timo- 
thy 4:3, 4; 2 Peter 2: 1-3; Revelation 2:15, 16. 

The separation— Matthew 24:31, 40-42; Luke 17: 
20, 30; 2 Peter 2: 5. 

The nations spared — Isaiah 60: 3, 11, 12; Daniel 7: 
12; Revelation 21:24, 26; 22:2. Also Luke 12: 47, 
48; John 3:19; Hebrews 5: 2. 

The Hope Set Before Us.—For the Christian be- 
liever his supreme ideal is to be delivered from evil, 
and to become like Christ. The realization of this 
ideal is definitely promised in Scripture, and its ac- 
complishment is everywhere associated with the com- 
ing of Christ. It is not final bliss “to die and go 
to Heaven,” but our blessed hope is “the glorious 
appearing of ... our Saviour Jesus Christ,” for “when 
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall 
see him as he is.” The believer is therefore exhorted 
to be confident “that he which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ,” for the Lord will at last “present you fault- 
less before the presence of his glory with exceeding 
joy’ (Tit. 2:13; 1 John 3:2; Phil 1:6; Jude 24). 

The Scriptures make it most explicitly clear that 
neither we on earth nor the saints who have gone 
before will attain the culmination of their hopes until 
the Second Advent of Christ. This is further evi- 
dent because we are informed that when the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven the resurrection of 
the just will take place. Our body shall then be made 
like unto his glorious body; those who have become 
corruptible shall then put on incorruption, and those 
still alive who are mortal shall put on immortality, 
and for both alike death shall be swallowed up in 
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victory. The departed are thus looking forward to 
the manifestation of Christ quite as much as we are, 
for they have not yet received their resurrection 
bodies. (The wording in these sentences is taken 
from 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Luke 14:14; Philippians 
3:21; 1 Corinthians 15: 52-54.) : 

All these explanations in regard to the hope set 
before those who believe in Christ are made as plain 
statements of fact, and we have avoided, in summar- 
izing them, any quotations from Revelation where we 
find them depicted in the most sublime symbolism, yet 
in perfect accord with what is revealed elsewhere. 
It is not possible to explain away what is thus said 
without undermining the whole Christian fabric, for 
the arch of Christianity rests on the two buttresses 
of Farru in the atonement of Christ accomplished in 
the past, and the Hore of his return in the future, 
when he shall appear the second time, without a sin 
offering, to complete his work of salvation (see Heb. 
9:28). The believer will then be presented faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 
and the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give at that 
day a crown of righteousness unto all them that love 
his appearing (Jude 24; 2 Tim. 4:8). “Wherefore 
gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope 
to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto 
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

Ortrawa, CAN. 
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Dr. Stanley Jones and 
The Sunday School Times 


(Continued from page 686) 


remember your articles dealing with “The Christ 
ot the Indian Road,” and it runs in my mind that 
you published Dr. Jones’ reply; but if you did not, 
1 cannot believe your attitude was such as stated in 
the enclosed article. If THE Sunpay ScHoot Times 
has ever been unfair in any way, and unjust in their 
criticism, I have my first time to discover it. God 
bless the Times, and may it ever stand for the faith 
which was once delivered to the saints. 


It is true that Dr. Jones sent to THe Sunpay 
Scuoo. TimEs a long letter of self-defense in reply 
to the criticisms, and that the Times declined to pub- 
lish it. The reason for declining was because of the 
Times’ deep conviction that it has no right, still less 
any duty, to publish a defense of what it believes to 
be error. The Times is responsible to God for pub- 
lishing what it believes to be the truth as revealed 
in His Word, and to refrain from publishing that 
which it believes might mislead God’s people by turn- 
ing them away from His Word. The more plausibly 
and convincingly such error is presented, the more 
dangerous it is. Dr. Jones is very plausible and 
very convincing, and also (as the Times and many 
other Christian people in home and foreign fields be- 
lieve) very unscriptural at vital points. 

The Editor of the Times replied personally to Dr. 
Jones’ letter, expressing his sincere and hearty response 
to Dr. Jones’ request that he be considered as a Chris- 
tian brother; the Times has never had any hesitation 
in so considering him, and has said this in its editorials. 
But the Editor’s personal letter called attention to 
the fact that Dr. Jones’ letter only made plainer the 
basic differences between himself and conservative 
Christians as to Scripture truth and revelation, Among 
other things the Editor wrote to Dr. Jones: 


Tur Sunpay Scuoot Times simply stands for 
the unchangeable positions of the historic, evangelical 
Christian Church, while your books express other 
positions. . . . I am sorry that we couid not con- 
scientiously open our columns to an extended presen- 
tation of that which we believe to be contrary to the 
Scriptures. For more than a generation past it has 
been our policy and our Christian conviction that 
we should not do this. Your teachings are fully and 
clearly before the public in your volumes. In the 
paper for which we are responsible we set forth our 
convictions as to why we believe your teachings are 
unscriptural. Beyond that we believe we should not 
go. 

More than once THE SuNpAY ScHoot Times has 
been asked to publish “the other side” in reply to 
its criticisms of books or articles that it has charac- 
terized as unscriptural and harmful. It has declined 
to do so, as a matter of conscientious conviction of 
duty and stewardship. A pastor of a church who 
might feel called upon to warn his cong egation of 
certain false teachings that were being made public 
would not have any obligation, as a matter of fair 
play or courtesy, to open his pulpit to the person 
giving such teachings, in order that the other side 
might thus be presented to his congregation. The 
Times believes it has the same responsibility toward 
its world-wide congregation and toward its own pul- 
pit, the columns of this paper, that it. may present 
only Scriptural truth and not a defense of what it 
believes to be error. Can such a position fairly be 
called unchristian? 

It is often said, by those who defend Dr. Jones, 
that American or Western Christians who have not 
lived and worked in India cannot understand the In- 
dian viewpoint and cannot, therefore, appreciate the 
great service Dr, Jones is rendering Christian missions 
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in thet land. But it is significant that many mission- 
aries laboring in India feel that Dr. Jones’ teachings 
are doing vast harm to the cause of Christian mis- 
sions there. Thus a missionary in India has written: 

The following are the three things in the book 
[‘‘The Christ of the Indian Road’] which I found 
most objectionable and misleading. 

First, it practically abandons the credibility of the 
Old Testament, found so essential in the entire his- 
tory of modern missions for the training of the In- 
dian Church and for establishing Gospel contact and 
securing conviction in non-Christians of every class, 

Second, it assigns too high a significance to the 
pagan praise of Christ's character, so prevalent in 
all sections of Indian society as in America. Such 
praise fails to move to acceptance of His redemptive 
work or confession of His name publicly by baptism, 
or enduring of affliction with His people. 

Third, the book assigns to the passing, extravagant 
phase of Indian nationalistic feeling a universality 
and validity it is far from possessing, especially when 
it turns to the criticism of Christian doctrine, propa- 
ganda or ordinances. Here Dr. Jones but echoes the 
Modernistic claim that to evangelize, organize, and 
train according to the Scriptures is to introduce a 
foreign, hence hateful and undesirable, religion. 
Rather, the whole glorious history of missions shows 
the universality of the Gospel as the Scriptures reveal 
and record it. 


Another missionary in India writes: 


“IT have read that book ‘The Christ of the Indian 
Road’ three different times because I was anxious to 
be thoroughly fair and wrue to the writer, Personally 
I know Dr. Jones; we have had him in twice 
giving us a week’s meetings. In many ways he is a 
very great power for good. But I cannot read his 
book without feeling the same influences that I felt 
when listening to him on the platform, 

“1, In India the whole trend of the religions of 
the past has been to minimize sin. Through fatalism 
or through what is even worse, the teachings and 
example of many of their gods, which are so abso- 
lutely degrading that no om: dare publish such books 
in English without being arrested for publishing ob- 
scene literature, sin in all its forms is minimized or 
ignored. Now Dr. Stanley Jones does not recognize 
that side of poor human nature in India and does not 
seek to meet it. He does refer to the Atonement in 
a very slight way, and in conversation with him and 
in some of his addresses he seems to emphasize it 
as much as we can do; but he does not emphasize 
the fact that the Atonement is necessary because.man’s 
nature has become so sinful and degraded that no 
power but the Atoning Sacrifice of Jesus can save 
him, Justice is as real an attribute of Ged as love; 
and when love is emphasized so that justice is lost 
sight of, it becomes a serious misrepresentation of the 
actual facts. 

“2, There has grown up in India a school whose 
tendency is to ignore altogether the worst side of 
Hinduism and to magnify anything in it that seems 
to be worthy of recognition. All its vileness is 
ignored, and a theoretical or ideal system that does 
not really exist is today to be forwarded as represent- 
ing Hinduism. Dr. Jones in his book again and again 
says things that are pleasing to the Hindus and as 
such wins them, not to Christianity, but to a friend- 
ship for him and a willingness to listen to him. I 
have nowhere seen the results of Dr. Jones’ work 
that every true Christian seeks for, i. e., fellowship 
with and a desire for service under Jesus as the only 
way to the Father. The Hindus today are quite will- 
ing to receive Christ into their Pantheon; to give him 
even a measure of worship; to regard him as an ideal 
man—the highest type of manhood yet seen; but 
beyond that these admirers of Dr. Stanley Jones will 
not go. In the old days the success of missionary 
effort resulted from a frank, clear statement of what 
Hinduism meant, and the converts were at that time 
strong men that wanted what today is altogether lack- 
ing int the naniby-pamby, goody-goody type of Hindu 
that will flatter Christ but still continue to follow 
the old system. . 

“These are two difficulties among many that might 
be referred to in his book, and compel me to say 
that the book as a whole is having a most injurious 
effect both at home and here so far as it is followed. 

“TI regard the articles in THE SuNpAY ScHooL TIMES 
as a masterly criticism of the book of Dr. Jones. I 
thoroughly endorse everything that the Times said 
on this subject, and I am not alone in this. A large 
number of us 1 'd just such views as I believe THE 

Sunpay ScHooL Times does, though we have not 
in the past felt it wise to push ourselves to e front 
in this way.” 

What do Indian Christians think of the teachings 
of Dr. Stanley Jones? Opinions differ in India, of 
course, as in the home fields. But the following state- 
ments by a converted Hindu, a Brahman, appearing 
in a paper in India, are profoundly significant: 


The Christ of the Galilean Road is the Christ of 
God, who was not careful to “stand with the people” 
or to “work with the national grain,” as Dr. Jones 
tells Christianity must do to succeed in India (page 
27, “The Christ of the Indian Road’). No, God’s 
Christ did not do that, and was crucified because. he 
didn’t. . . . Whereas this Christ of the Indian Road 
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concerns himself with our Indian Nationalism, brings 
his truth to us “in the form of homage” (something 
the Christ of God never did nor could have done, 
even to the Jews) and assures the Hindu that He has 
“not come to destroy, but to fulfil,” which to that 
Hindu simply means the fulfillment and “rejuvena- 
tion” of Hinduism and all that it stands for. Little 
wonder that the Brahman referred to on page 32 
(of Dr. Jones’ book) was so ready to follow the 
Christ of the Indian Road in preference to the Christ 
of our creeds and of our churches. . . . There is no 
expiation in the Cross of this Christ of the Indian 
ROG «0.6 

Dr. Jones,-in his eager desire to bring Christ to 
India, is failing to bring India to Christ. Hinduized 
Christ is never going to Christianize Hindus. 


In his published reply to his critics Dr. Jones has 
generously acknowledged his indebtedness to some of 
the criticisms, and has said that he believes he should 
have given fuller expression to certain truths in his 
published writings. But it is to. be regretted. that, 
even in his fuller explanation of his position at cer- 
tain points, he does not clear the matter up but leaves it 
—as for example concerning the meaning of the cross 
and the aton...ent— where it was before, showing 
his conception to be inadequate and unscriptural. And 
his latest book, as revie ed in the leading editorial 
in this issue of the Times, rejects the full inspiration 
and inerrancy of the Old Testament; denies the jus- 
tice and righteousness of God; denies that the God 
of the Old Testament is the God revealed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ; declares that the Christian Church needs 
both Modernists and Fundamentalists,—that is, that 
the Church is better off for having those who deny 
the Scriptures ‘a part, as well as those who believe 
them all; and he actually says that the New Testa- 
ment has little to say “about the Beyond of salvation,” 
that is, the future life. 

That Dr. Staniey Jones is a sincere and earnest 
child of God no one who reads his books or hears 
his addresses fairly doubt. But that he is a sadly 
deceived and therefore unsafe teacher of the Word 
is regrettably apparent from his now fully expressed 
convictions, ve 
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Lesson: for December 7 





This page announces a few of the rich 
features and series of articles that The 
Sunday School Times has secured for its 
readers, to be published this autumn and 
winter and during the new year. 











Atheism’s Kick-back on the Atheists 


There is a good deal being written on what the 
Atheists are trying to do to Christianity. There 
is not so much said of what Atheism has done to 
the Atheists. The gun not only shoots a bullet but 
it recoils or kicks back. Atheism’s kick-back on 
the Atheists is startling, tragic. A former Atheist 
is writing sensational disclosures for readers of THE 
Sunpbay ScHoot TrmeEs. You may recall his personal 
confession published here last spring, “The Radical 
Change in a Radical’s Heart.” His new series will 
be even more startling. He knows from bitter 
experience what he is talking about. He used to 
be a radical newspaperman, editing a labor organ. 
Of brains and intellectuality he has more than 
most men. A college graduate, with the degree of 
Bachelor of Science, he became an intimate member 
of a loose-thinking, loose- living community of jour- 
nalists, artists, agitators, “freed” from the shackles 
of traditionalism and beliefs of our grandfathers ! 
“I became as good a hater as any of them,” 
he says. “Years before I had been merely an 
amiable skeptic. But now my doubt had ripened 
into. hate; a hate that was vitriolic.” But the 
Lord finally got him; and now he will tell the 
tragic story, of Atheism’s spiritual suicide. “I 
‘belong to a generation of professional unbelievers,” 
he writes, “who are past or fast passing —a gen- 
eration who have paid the price in broken lives, 
broken homes, and who have nothing to show for 
their godless propaganda but the ashes of gloom 
and pessimism. I intend to show by actual facts how 
this thing works out in human lives.” The series 
will begin in December. 


Has Inspiration Ceased? 


A reader of the Times has in his Bible class some 
members who are constantly meeting Mormons, 
and these Mormons argue that God’s revelations 
did. not cease when our present Bible was com- 
pleted. How would you answer the argument? The 
-same claim is constantly met in other connections ; 
Modernists and unbelievers say that we have no 
right to limit inspiration to the Bible, and that it 
is unreasonable to suppose that God would speak 
through men by inspiration in those old days and 
not today. In answer to a request for help from 
this Bible class teacher THE SunpAY ScHoot TIMES 
has° asked several leading Bible teachers to state 
their reasons for believing that the divine inspiration 
that gave us the Bible did indeed cease when the 
canon of Scripture was completed. The Times will 
publish valuable statefnents from 


Professor J. Gresham Machen, M.A., D.D. 
President James M. Gray, D.D. 

President William P. White, D.D. 
President Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D. 
Professor Leander S. Keyser, A.M., D.D. 
William L., Pettingill, D.D. 

H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Christabel Pankhurst’s Clarion Call 


A remarkable organization was formed by women in 
Great Britain last summer. It is called “The 
Women’s Advent Proclamation, Heralding the Ap- 
proaching Personal Visible Return in Power and 
Glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.” A_ great 
meeting was held in July in one of the most beau- 
tiful concert halls in London, attended by people 
of influence in various walks of life who have ex- 
pressed a wish to hear a presentation of the prophetic 
solution of the complex world problem of today. 
Miss Pankhurst will describe this meeting for readers 
of the Times, and will write further articles in the 
line that has come to mean so much to those through- 
out the world who “love His appearing.” She is 
now in America for special meetings, and writes 
the Editor: “America’s business depression and 
other problems surely create here, as in the Old 
World, a new evangelistic opportunity. Human 
self-sufficiency is so strained that the message of 
divine aid through the two Advents, past and future, 
of God to Son, can gain acceptance as never before 
in our time. Even the strongest and most pewerful 
among humankind are brought by present-day events 
to feel their weakness. ... My longing is to see some 
of the leaders of thought and action in our two 
countries coming forth as Twentieth Century Pauls 
to declare -the necessity of divine intervention, and 
to herald the return of our Lord. Herein lies the 
possibility of a great revival.” 
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What Does Universal 
Air-mindedness. Mean ? 


Air-mindedness is exploited and urged on every side. 
What does it mean? The well-known pastor of a 
great church in Southern California, Dr. Stewart 
P. MacLennan of Hollywood, answered this ques- 
tion in a recent sermon to his people, and his mes- 
sage was carried through the air by radio to a vast 
unseen audience, reaching to the Middle West, to 
Vancouver and Victoria in the North, and to Hawaii 
far out in the Pacific. The Times will give this 
sermon to its readers. Dr. MacLennan believes that 
the world’s present air-mindedness indicates the near 
end of this age. He marshals sensational facts. 


“‘Ways of Working’’ That Succeed 


In almost every issue the Times tells of the suc- 
cessful methods of experienced Sunday-school 
workers. Coming months will be especially rich 
in these reports of workers in church and school 
who are solving the practical problems of pastoral 
work and Christian education. If there are un- 
solved problems in your own Sunday-school or de- 
partment or class on which you would like help 
from experienced workers, won’t you write the 
Editor and tell what they are; the Times will 
gladly try to secure and publish special help for 
you. Have you noticed in recent issues the unusual 
articles on “A Sunday School Five Thousand 
Strong” ; ; “Superintending a_ School by, Radio” ; 
“Proving God in Church Financing”; “Winning 
Your Class for Christ”; “A Big Cradle Roll”; “A 
Sunday School in Hollywood,” —describing the 





You May Well Be Thankful 
That You Are Using 


The International Uniform Lessons 











The International Uniform Lessons are un- 
doubtedly the most valuable Bible Course to- 
day for Sunday-school use. They are notably 
consecutive and comprehensive. The first half 
of 1930 was devoted to an unbroken study of 
the entire Gospel of Matthew. The first half 
of 1931 furnishes another entire Gospel study, 
that of Luke. 


In order to make 1931 a Red Letter Year in 
the Bible study of THe Sunpay ScHOooL 
Times Family this paper will publish a re- 
markable series of special Sidelights on the 
Lessons in Luke, by leading Bible teachers of 
today. These articles are in addition to the 
dozen or more Lesson Helps in each issue. 


A Doctor’s Study of the Doctor’s Gospel 


Dr. Howard A. Kelly, honored among learned 
men and scientific societies throughout the world, 
is preparing for Times readers a special study 
of Luke from the physician’s standpoint. He 
has said to the medical profession that Luke’s 
viewpoint is “only possible to a trained physician, 
while the diction throughout all his writings is 
more replete with medical terms than that of any 
medical man of our own day who discusses lay 
matters.” Dr. Kelly’s articles are extraordinary. 


Mastering the Gospel of Luke 


Dr. J. W. Weddell, a friend of D. L. Moody, 
whose spiritual genius has shown many how to 
master Bible books for themselves, will show 
how to “think through Luke’s Gospel without 
opening your Bible.” He will show the theme 
ot the book as a whole, give a working outline 
of the entire book, and give rich nuggets of truth 
invaluable for personal study and class use. 


Other sidelights will discuss: 


Do the Four Gospels Give Four 
Different Views ? 


The Greatness of John the Baptist 
What Did Our Lord’s Temptations Mean > 
Christ’s Teaching vs. Modern Pedagogy 

How to Study the Parables 
Why Must These Bodies Be Raised ? 


What Does the Bible Really Teach 
About Hell? 


Some Meanings of the Crucifixion 
When Christ Comes Again to Reign 









































































































689 





If you have friends not now getting The 
Sunday School Times whose l ves you be- 
lieve would be blessed by such features as 
those announced on this page, you can take 
advantage of as many introductory subscrip- 
tions as you wish by the Ten Weeks Get 
Acquainted offer at 25 cents each. Such sub- 
scriptions will include some of the articles 
here announced, but not all. Many other 
valuable articles not mentioned on this page 
will le published in the Times during the 
next ten weeks, in addition to the puzzling 
questions editorially discussed every week 
in Notes on Open Letters, the messages ad- 
dressed to the personal spiritual life on the 
first page, and the wealth of helps in each 
issue to the study of the International 
Uniform Lesson. 











actual methods by which one of the most success- 
ful Sunday-schools in America gets its results? 


A Miracle Story of 
Release from China’s Bandits 


A throb of pain went through the hearts of God’s 
people throughout the world last spring when the 
cables flashed the news of the capture and murder 
of three ladies working in association with the China 
Inland Mission, at the hands of Communist brigands 
under General Peng Teh Hwai. A few weeks later 
another cablegram reported that the Rev. Robert 
W. and Mrs. Porteous and Miss Gemmell, of the 
same Mission, had been captured by the army of 
the same Chinese General. Miss Gemmell was re- 
leased after eleven days, but weeks and months 
went by as Mr. and Mrs. Porteous were held in 
captivity. Much prayer went up for these widely 
known and greatly loved missionaries. The story 
of what the Chinese Christians did for their re. 
lease, while the Mission authorities were also doing 
all in their power, is a drama of God’s miracle- 
working power, setting off also in sharp contrast 
the blackness of the hearts of unregenerate men. 
This epic of modern missions has been written for 
THE SunpAY ScHooL Times by the Rev. A. B. 
Lewis of the China Inland Mission in ‘Kiangsi 
Province. It will run for a series of weeks ex- 
clusively in the Trmes. 


Harkness Sets Golden Texts to Music 


Robert Harkness is known and loved today through- 
out the world as a hymn writer and a sacred music 
accompanist of rare genius and spiritual insight. 
At Victorious Life Conferences last summer in Cal- 
ifornia, as frequently in other meetings, Mr. Hark- 
ness would ask anyone present to give a verse of 
Scripture, he would then compose a musical setting, 
and then he would teach the audience to sing that 
Scripture, using the newly written song. Great 
blessing has come from God’s Word thus singing 
itself into hearts and lives. Mr. Harkness is now 
composing the tunes for some of the Golden Texts 
in the Uniform Lessons; once a month or there- 
abouts the Times will publish the music for the 
Golden Text of a current lesson, so that Sunday- 
schools can readily commit the, verse to heart by 
singing it. The use of these beautiful little hymns 
will bring a blessing into Christian homes as well, 
for family worship or Sunday evening “hymn sings.” 
The next Golden Text chorus will appear in the 
Times of December 6 containing the lesson for 
Decer. ber 21. 


How I Kept My Faith During College Y ears 


Modern college and university life has destroyed 
the faith of many a student. On the other hand, 
some students have taken the full course in large 
colleges or universities of today and have come 
through unscathed, their faith deepened rather than 
weakened. How is it done? A young minister 
whose articles have enriched these columns tells the 
story of his undergraduate experience for the TIMEs. 
“I do not think that I passed through my college 
years thoughtlessly and superficially, failing to dis- 
cern and give some consideration to those intellectual 
difficulties that any thoughtful man of faith must 
encounter in the face of ‘the crackling artillery of 
the science of our time.’ Yet I can unhesitatingly 
aver that I left my Alma Mater, not with my 
Christian faith destroyed or even weakened, still 
less with a remodeled faith cut to the pattern of 
the latest fashions in thought; on the contrary [ 
went forth possessed of the New Testament faith 
with which I entered, unaltered save that it had 
been strengthened and enriched intellectually and de- 
votionally.” Students everywhere ought to read this 
autobiographical serial—a stanch testimony that is 
sorely needed today. 
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What Shall I Read? 


Here are suggestions, with occasional words of warning, among the latest and best books in the fields of 
fiction, biography, Sunday-school work, missions, science, nature study, travel; and books for young people 











The Gold Shoe. By Grace Livingston Hill. (J. B. 
Lippincott Co., Philadelphia, $2.) In Marget Mac- 
donald, Thurley’s little Scotch mother, Mrs. Hill has 
created a character as compellingly winsome as any 
of the lovely young heroines that have lived through 
her pages. There is another girl of charm and dis- 
tinction, but who knows nothing beyond the environ- 
ment that always surrounded her in the gayest and 
fastest set. Perhaps Tasha Endicott typifies those 
attractive young people, so many of them, living for 
self and pleasure often of a questionable sort, who 
simply do not know that there is a better, happier, 
more satisfying life. Her beauty and vivacity, as well 
as her pride in her own little “hard-boiled” self, pre- 
sent a mighty challenge to the young minister who 
was compelled to carry her out of the raging blizzard 
into his mother’s tidy cottage home. That mother 
was going to be sorely tempted to worry lest her big, 
handsome son, among whose belongings she had found, 
apparently hidden, the little gold shoe of the girl, 
might lose his heart to the pretty worldling, the wee 
bonnie lassie who had strayed like a poor little lost 
Jamb into the shelter of their home. How it all came 
out makes a story of sweetest charm and of very 
definite Christian message. 


Through Central Africa. By W. J. W. Roome, 
F.R.G.S. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50.) 
One is apt to have extraordinary experiences in a 
four-thousand-mile motor trip through East and Cen- 
tral Africa. The writer tells of thrilling events in 
this splendid story, based on the log of the “Lingua,” 
the motor car of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety. He gives one of ths most complete pictures 
of the many-sided life of missionaries, both as he sees 
it for himself, and as told by some of the missionaries 
in paragraphs included in the book. The reader is 
taken into the Pigmy Forest, through Eastern High- 
lands of the Congo, into the Sudan, among the Wild 
Azande, and into other parts of “nature’s gloomiest 
regions.” Here he sees the appalling need of those 
that sit in darkness—and in the midst of this dark- 
ness he may have a glimpse here and there of the mir- 
acle-working power of the Gospel as proclaimed by 
the missionaries. The book is illustrated by interest- 
ing pictures taken on this trip, and is entertaining and 
instructive. 


How to Prepare an Expository Sermon. By Harold 
E. Knott, M.A., D.D. (The Standard Publishing Co., 
Cincinnati, Ohio, $1.) It is probably safe to say that 
not since the late Dr. F. B. Meyer, twenty years ago, 
published his book, “Expository Preaching: Plans and 
Methods,” has a book of such importance as Dr, 
Knott’s been written on this single form of preach- 
ing. The author, by the way, has been teaching 
homiletics to young students for the ministry for the 
past fifteen years, and is at present Professor of 
Homiletics at the Eugene Bible University, Eugene, 
Ore. While his first chapter alone carries the head- 
ing, “The Value of Expository Preaching,” there is 
hardly a page anywhere in the book that does not 
continue to emphasize, in many diff ent ways, and 
in an irresistible manner, the fact that expository 
preaching is the best way to present the Word of God 
te the hearts of men. “It enables him [the preacher] 
to enlarge upon vital topics, and keep all Scriptural 
subjects in purview, and relate them. It saves both 
preacher and people from disjointed, one-sided, and 
unrelated ideas of Biblical thought. It keeps the 
preacher in the field where his chief interest should 
be, and gives the congregation that which they de- 
sire more than anything else from the pulpit—an 
explanation, interpretation, and application of the 
Scriptures to daily life.” Throughout the book the 
author rightly calls attention to the one great danger 
of this form of preaching — that the subject itself may 
never be related to the life of the people to whom the 
sermon is being preached, and his suggestions on avoid- 
ing this serious evil are excellent indeed. The book 
itself exactly corresponds with the titlke—and in a 
masterly way, yet with great simplicity, the author has 
done one thing—told us definitely, with excellent 
illustrations of method, how to prepare expository 
sermons. It will prove an inspiration to every min- 
ister who will take the time to read it through, and 
it could be used with the greatest profit in courses on 
sermon preparation in the seminaries and Bible insti- 
tutes of our land. 


A History of Some Scientific Blunders. By George 
McCready Price. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
$1.25.) Here is a book by a scientist who loves 
science but does not idolize it, and who believes in 
the infallibility of the Word of God rather than the 





Readers of the Times find it a great convenience 
to order through the Times Book Service books 
reviewed in these columns. Any order can in- 
clude the books of several publishers, thus making 
it unnecessary to write a separate order for each 
book. Address H. Trumbull Howard, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 








infallibility of scientific investigators. In less than 
one hundred and forty pages the author has brought 
together an astounding amount of information, well 
documented, charmingly written, the result of years 
of study of the most important scientific works. Some 
of the now discarded theories of science here discussed 
are: the nebular hypothesis, perpetual motion, spon- 
taneous generation, pholgiston and caloric, Lamarck’s 
idea of the inheritance of acquired characters, Dar- 
win’s imaginary “pangenes,” ‘and Haeckel’s exploded 
theory of biogenesis, with his equally imaginary ‘‘plas- 
tidules.” Three of the chapters are devoted to geo- 
logical subjects, in which field the author has written 
a number of volumes. The themes of these chapters 
are: the “index minerals’ of Werner, the idea of 
“index fossils’ of William Smith and his successors 
(a hypothesis still maintained by most geologists), 
and the theory of uniformity, so strongly defended by 
Lyell. The two chapters on “Charles Darwin and 
His Blunders,” and “A Blind Leader of the Blind” 
(Ernst Haeckel), should be read by every thinking 
man and woman, whatever his or her religio. con- 
victions, who is not already acquainted with the deeper 
aspects of the thinking of these two famous men. 
His closing words in his chapter on Haeckel could 
well be taken to heart today by many who are trag- 
ically leading young people astray in their thinking: 
‘Sad is it to have to record the verdict of history that 
names and theories once thought engraved in the rock 
forever have proved but temporary and fleeting. Sad- 
dest of all are the cases of the thousands throughout 
the world who might have had their names in the 
divine Book of Life, but who refused this opportunity 
because of misplaced confidence in such names and 
such theories as we have been considering.” 


Walk in His Ways. By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., 
LL.D. (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, $1.50.) “Dare 
to be a Daniel? How can anyone, in this lions’ den 


of a world, dare to be anything else?” It is sentences 








Living Through These Days 


By Philip E. Howard, President of The Sunday 
School Times Company. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.25.) 


COMPANION volume to “When the Days Seem 

Dark,” this new book by the President of The 
Sunday School Times Company is athrob with life 
and faith in a living, loving God who will see his 
own dcar children victoriously through the problems 
and difficulties that may beset them on every hand. 
While the earlier volume particularly faced the bur- 
dens of sorrow and discouragement, the present studies 
take up more directly the bewildering present-day 
problems of faith and conduct, and the question of 
tasks too multiple for one’s time or strength, as well 
as the new complications and pressure brought about 
by the crowded days in which we live. There is real 
comfort in the fact that we can live -through these 
days, that we can even live victoriously and joyously 
through them, and that others with just as heavy 
burdens have found the way to do it. In finding the 
way, we are led to face the reality of God’s guidance, 
the question of the submission of the will, and the 
meaning of real trust. We find blessing and practical 
help in ways too often forgotten or otherwise regarded 
as disciplines or hindrances. 
will be found a group of chapters dealing with the 
various aspects of just getting along with folks, choos- 
ing our helpers, and how best to fit in with them 
ourselves. Then we face, too, certain dangers against 
which we all need to be om our guard, such as unsus- 
pected selfishness and the peril of prosperity. These 
messages of comfort are addressed especially to Chris- 
tians, but it is pointed out that, whether or not we 
seek God, he is seeking us, for “while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for the ungodly,” and he came 
“to seek and to save that which was lost.” These 
buoyant messages bring us face to face with our faith- 
ful God, and they point the way to unbroken peace 
and joy in him, 


Most stimulating also’ 





like that which have endeared Dr. Amos R. Wells to 
the reading public. Satisfying sentences. A sermon 
in a dozen words. For he speaks truly when he says 
that the tendency of these rushing days and of our 
high pressure country is to lose the art of quiet 
meditation. We demand that even our religion be 
served to us in tablaid form. It is most fortunate for 
us that a few writers of devotional books such as this 
latest publication of Dr. Wells can give a day’s ration 
in the space of a single page. “Walk in His Ways” is a 
collection of the rich daily meditations many have come 
to depend upon in their serial form and will be glad 
to have preserved. It is the sort of book we all need 
to use. For, as Dr. Wells says: “Meditation is 
the fertilizing element that enriches the soil of our 
mind. Meditation is the time element that contributes 
sturdiness to our spiritual fiber. Meditation is the 
tempering that changes our iron to steel. Meditation 
goes far to make men.” And here is the type of 
meditation that is bound to prove most fruitful, based 
as it is upon the inspired Word and the life that is hid 
with Christ in God. The Scripture texts used are 
indexed in a convenient manner at the close of the 
volume. 


Chapters in Church History. By John W. Way- 
land, Ph.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50.) 
That William Penn was a philanthropist and a civic 
leader, every schoolboy knows; but that he was a 
missionary preacher who was frequently imprisoned 
for his religious activity, and that he was the author 
of books, the best known being “No Cross, No 
Crown,” written while in jail, not every Christian 
knows. One preacher has said that he should like to 
make the reading of a good book on church history 
one of the requirements for church membership. Cer- 
tainly to read of the fidelity, the courage, and the 
martyrdom of believers is to make one value more 
truly the Christian faith, The author presents twelve 
chapters covering the history of the church to the 
death of Livingstone in 1873. The book was written 
to serve as a textbook for classes taking a brief course 
on this subject, and for the general reader who de- 
sires a brief yet comprehensive outline of church his- 
tory. To each chapter is appended a list of books for 
those who wish to carry the subject further, as well 
as a list of questions for test or review. 


Half a Century. By Arno C. Gaebelein. (Publica- 
tion Office “Our Hope,” 456 Fourth Avenue, New 
York; de luxe cloth and ornamentally stamped binding, 
$1.75 postpaid; half-half binding, $2.50 postpaid.) 
Across the broad span of fifty years an ardent, schol- 
arly Bible teacher traveling far and wide is sure to 
have many and varied experiences of God’s guiding 
care. It is an experience in itself for one who has 
not had this privilege to read the simple straightfor- 
ward account of the experiences of another who has 
been so widely used as the author of this book. 

Dr. Gaebelein is one who has always taken a posi- 
tive stand for the truth as it is revealed in the Scrip- 
tures. He has done this in utter devotion to his 
Lord, and the conclusions that he has been permitted 
to reach have been founded upon study which only 
a scholarly mind could give so unremittingly and in- 
tensely to Biblical research, and at the same time 
moved by an abiding passion to serve the Lord in a 
constant outpouring of the gifts that are his by the 
Lord’s favor and blessing. - 

Dr. Gaebelein’s account of his experiences indicates 
the amazing opposition that there is to familiar truths 
of the Scripture in unexpected places, and show forth 
the hard of God in guiding and sustaining a faithful 
servant in the midst of many adverse conditions, and 
through times of conspicuous success in his field of 
labor. It became Dr. Gaebelein’s conviction that 
the Lord intended to use him in not any one locality, 
though numerous opportunities had come to him to 
center his -energies upon a more or less local insti- 
tution. It was made plain to him that he should under- 
take a ministry not only in large centers with large 
audiences, but very extensively in smaller places that 
would rarely be reached by any evangelist or experi- 
enced Bible teacler, and his leadings in this respect 
have seemed abundantly justified by the hundreds of 
places which he has visited, and in which he has had 
an effective ministry as touched upon in his book. 

The book itself is largely a collection of incidents 
drawn from his diary, and out of the treasuries of a 
retentive memory. It is not so much the fact that 
he went here and there that would interest the reader, 
but the comments that the author makes upon condi- 
tions as he found them, and the results of holding fast 
to the truth are very illuminating and heartening ina 
these days when defection from the faith is so preva- 
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-lent among the leaders in what would otherwise be 
distinctively Christian movements in our day. 

The book is really a testimony very much needed, 
for it brings to the reader the experiences of a schol- 
arly Bible teacher who has dared to believe and teach 
an infallible Bible. Again and again Dr. Gaebelein 
gave courses of Bible study in churches where the 
church authorities were either merely tolerant of his 
presence, or distinctly hostile to it, and yet “the meet- 
ings proved to be a demonstration of the real inter- 
est of the great body of believers within the Church. 

Many of Dr. Gaebelein’s reminiscences about men 
and events are not only valuable historically, but make 
interesting reading, and the book should be included 
in the inspirational library of all who are meeting 
the problems that face the believer today. Few living 
men have had so long, and so extensive an oppor‘unity 
to teach small groups, and large groups, representing 
every walk of life in intensive Bible study, as Dr. 
Gaebelein has had, and is still having. His many 
books, and-his magazine “Our Hope,” have extended 
his ministry far beyond the’ sound of his voice, and it 
is to be hoped that that ministry may go on into still 
larger fruition. 


Romance Road. Intimate Glimpses of Life and 
Work in North Africa. By Georgiana Barbara Such. 
(Fleming H. Revell and Co., New York, $2.) Miss 
Such has sketched the trail of her wanderings through 
Algeria and Tunisia with the fascinating touch of an 
artist. Under her skillful hand it becomes indeed 
“Romance Road”; yet the reader feels convinced that 
her narrative is not that of the casual tourist colored 
by the writer’s own imagination, but the work of one 
who has the rare and magic gift of seeing into the 
hearts and lives of the people she portrays so vividly. 
She has a delightful sense of humor, but she senses, 
too, the deep pathos underlying incidents such as the 
one when a group of Moslem women, finding that the 
author is unmarried and is not the property of some 
man, finally appraise her actual value as equivalent 
to that of six desert hens, or just thirty cents! She 
sees the Berber peoples not merely as picturesque fig- 
ures in a wild and dramatic setting, but as her neigh- 
bors, ignorant, filthy, primitive, even cruel, but withal 
loyal friends, trustworthy and brave, and desperately 
in need of salvation, 


. The Book of Bird Life. By Arthur ‘A, Allen, Ph.D. 
(D. Van Nostrand Co., Inc., 250 Fourth Avenue, New 
York City, $3.50.) As the popularity of bird study 
has greatly increased in recent years, this new book 
will be especially welcome. Dr. Allen is Professor 
of Ornithology at Cornell University, and the editor 
of the School Department in the well-known bird 
lovers’ magazine, Bird Lore. He writes in a pleasing 
and readable style ; the study, covering about four 
hundred pages, is perhaps one of the most compre- 
hensive ever written for the layman on American 
birds; and the work is profusely illustrated with 
beautiful photographs made from real life by the 
author and his wife. One remarkable feature of the 
photographs is that nearly every one of them illus- 
trates some particular phase of bird life, and it is 
evident that they are the result of infinite patience and 
care. The author does not attempt to give a detailed 
study of every species, but rather a comprehensive view 
of ornithology that will enable anyone to carry on his 
own studies. Howevér, it seems that practicaily all 
the species that a bird student could think of are 
touched upon in some way. It is regrettable that the 
first chapter, “The History of Birds,” is based en- 
tirely on the theory of Evolution, and this teaching 
appears frequently throughout the book. Those who 
already have some knowledge of birds will be par- 
ticularly interested in the chapters on: “The Classifi- 
cation of Birds,” “The Migration of Birds,” “The 
Adaptations of Birds,” “Plumage Coloration and 
Change.” Any reader will find entertaining and in- 
structive the chapters on “The Courtship of Birds,” 
“The Home Life of Birds,” “Bird Walks, Calendars 
and Banding,” and “Birds as Pets.” There is a 
valuable chart, with a key, showing the location of 
the nests of eighty-one species of birds. There is a 
fine index, rendering the bock more useful, a chapter 
with “Suggestions for Intensive Study,” and some 
remarkable symbols as well as words that express 
a number of bird songs. Christian readers will re- 
gret the references to evolution; but they cannot read 
the wonderful facts given by Dr. Allen on the home 
life of birds, their, migration, and their adaptation to 
their surroundings without realizing. anew God’s mar- 
velous wisdom and his loving care of his creatures. 
The book will prove especially valuable to school 
teachers, Scoutmasters, camp leaders, and all who 
have opportunity to lead young people i in nature study; 
and it will provide delightful and instructive reading 
for all lovers of nature, 


A Magic :World. An Anthology of Poetry. Edited 
by Margery Gordon and Marie B. King. (D. Apple- 
ton and Co., New York City, $2.) Would you like 
to step out of your everyday surroundings into other 
lands and other years? Then come into this volume, 
as into a house, and look out through the first window 
marked “Far Away and Long Ago.” Tennyson comes 
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to your elbow, and with him you see castle walls, 
snowy summits, lakes, and cataracts, and you hear 
the clear note of “The Bugle Song.” Or, if you like, 
you may hear “The Armourer’s Song,” and see “the 
forge fire brightly shine.” Again, with Hugh Ches- 
terman, see “The Bowman,” “who covered the whole 
of his six feet three in a suit of Lincoln green.” Do 
you want humor? Listen to the original version of 
“Yankee Doodle.” Do you want stirring romance? 
Let Alfred Noyes show you “The Highwayman,” 
galloping over the road that “was a ribbon of moon- 
light over the purple moor.” Through that same win- 
dow, or, to come back to the book, in that same sec- 
tion, you may see and hear many other wonderful 
things with many of the best known writers. Among 
the names are Robert Browning, James Russell Lowell, 
Longfellow, Dunbar, Bryant, and many others. It 
you are in a different mood, you may turn to one of 
the other five sections: America the Beautiful, 
Brothers All, In the City, All Seas — All Ships, and 
Songs of Life. It is regrettable, but not unexpected 
in such a comprehensive anthology as this, that there 
are many unscriptural ideas of God, the natural world, 
and the human heart. But careful Christian parents 
who want their children to know something of the 
best English poetry may choose those poems for read- 
ing aloud which contain no false philosophy; and they 
will find a variety of poems from the great writers that 
will furnish many an hour of enjoyment. 


Uncle Sam’s Attic. By Mary Lee Davis. (W. A. 
Wilde Co., Boston, $3.50.) “To have a spacious attic 
like Alaska and not to use every inch of it, does seem 
rather shockingly wasteful — especially for an elderly 
gentleman who talks so very sagely ito his nieces and 
nephews about the virtues of economy.” Some day when 
Uncle Sam’s oil or coal begins to run low, or there 
is need for more fish or meat than the supply on hand, 
or he wants gold out of the bank, or some copper or 
tin to do a bit of mending, he will decide that there 
must be some stored about the old house somewhere, 
and he will then make search up under the ridge pole 
and find enough to run his house for many years in 
peace and plenty. And if the house below stairs ever 
gets somewhat overcrowded and he needs extra room, 
he will then remember that there is up in the attic a 
room larger than any of the forty-eight below stairs, 
and one-fifth as large as the whole house beside. Its 
early name of “Seward’s Ice Box,” scarcely worth 
the price of keeping the roof mended, seems singularly 
inappropriate for this land of leasing and healthful 
climate, of marvelous flowers, fruits, and vegetables. 
So little of the facts are known to those on the out- 
side. It is true that there was in the old days diffi- 
culty in mounting the ladder to the attic, but now 
convenience and even luxury attends such a trip, and 
the beauties and glories of the “Inside Passage” -are 
attractive enough to tempt the least travel-minded. In 
a large book of some four hundred pages one who 
knows and loves Alaska has told its story well. There 
are chapters on its history, its people and customs, its 
undeveloped. wealth and almost unlimited resources. 
The book is conveniently indexed, and is beautifully 
illustrated with many photographs. 


Nature and Religion. By Charles H. Tyndall, Ph.D. 
(Fleming H. Revell and Co., New York, $2.) The 
latest book by the author of “From Science to God” 
is a veritable gold mine of fact and suggestion. Young 
folk will find it irresistibly fascinating because in a 








Wrestlers With God 


By Clarence E. Macartney, D.D. (Richard R. 
Smith, Inc.,.New York, $2.) 


F IT is true that the history of a people is but the 

life story of its great men, it is equally true that 
the study of the secret realm of prayer is most suit- 
ably the study of great pray-ers in action. Such a 
study, rich and fruitful, is offered the reader of 
“Wrestlers With God.” Dr. Macartney has not—told 
us what he thinks of prayer, helpfui as th t might be. 
He has rather showed us from actual life pictures 
how prayer operates. And to do so he has not chosen 
the great literary masterpieces of Scripture, such as 
Solomon’s dedicatory prayer, or our Lord’s matchless 
Intercession. He has chosen rather the humble, often 
heartbroken, cries of souls in agony, or weariness, or 
deep soul-need, heart cries from men of like passions 
with you and me, some of them heroic souls like Abra- 
ham and Moses, some mezn and cowardly like Lot, 
but all crying to the Fa r and heard of him. The 
result in a volume that answers the deepest longings 
of every pilgrim to the Celestial City. Not many 
printed sermons, perhaps, have the same appeal as 
if we could see the speaker and feel the impact of his 
personality. But these studies seem best adapted to 
the quiet of the devotional hour and the prayer closet. 
Read one of them at the close of a trying day and 
the “night shall be filled with music,” the music of 
Heaven’s peace. They have come forth from an 
understanding and Spirit-prompted heart and have be- 
come, 2ven as our Lord promised, “a well of water 
springing up unto eternal life.” 













































simple, pleasing manner it sets clearly before the mind 
the astounding facts revealed by research throughout 
the ages and increasingly within recent years about 
the heavens above, the “worlds below,” the sea, and 
the creatures that people earth and water. Teachers 
and preachers will find it rich in illustration as well 
as fact. Bible lovers will rejoice to find it loyal in 
every way to the revealed word of God. It is a 
delightful book to pick up for those few precious spare 
minutes that are so liable to be wasted, for each 
chapter is a complete study in itself and affords the 
reader something worth while to ponder while his 
hands are busy again at their tasks. The reader is 
bound to find in this study of physical nature a deeper 
conception both of the power and majesty of God and 
of his infinite love and providence. The author’s 
versatility enables him to engage our intensest inter- 
est whether he tells us of the movements of the stars 
in their courses or of the ways of the humble bat. 
Characteristic chapter heads are, “The Sea,” “Snow,” 
“Stones that Talk,” “Lichens,” “Blood,” “Telepathy.” 
All reveal the hand of God and his beneficent purpose. 


Silver Trumpet. By J. Wesley Ingles. (Union Press, 
Philadelphia, $1.) A prize book! It is so announced, 
and it is wholly worthy of the announcement. “Silver 
Trumpet” received the prize offered by the American 
Sunday School Union in a contest conducted under 
the provisions of the John C. Green Fund, and on 
this occasion the subject was: “The Heroic Appeal 
of Christianity to Young People.” Up through the 
tides of turgid fiction this remarkable book springs 
forth like “sweet water in the sea.” Here-is a beau- 
tiful love story, and more, in a college atmosphere, 
not raucous with the jazz of the day, or hectic with 
the spirit pervading certain groups of young people. 
There is no unreality about the book. The author 
thoroughly -understands the modern “slanguage,” and 
the book is tremendously effective in its contrast be- 
tween the jazz spirit, and a thrilling, buoyant college 
life in which the Christian life is pre-eminent, and 
in a college which will be recognized by many a reader. 
Because the book deals with situations and life de- 
velopment that Mr. Ingles has actually seen in all 
its essential features, and because he knows how to 
tell about all this with fine literary skill, his story 
is vivid and refreshing and heart-stirring from start 
to finish. Such a book as this will rightly be wel- 
comed by thousands who cannot find today more than 
a very few books of fiction that they would like to 
give to young people, or to others. It opens up a 
fascinating view of a type of real life among young 
people that is altogether too little known in these-days. 


New England Vista. By Walter Prichard Eaton. 
(W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, $1.50.) It would be a 
dull soul indeed, who, having any gift of vivid de- 
scription, would fail to find in New England abundant 
opportunity for picturing forth the charm of the New 
England country. Walter Prichard Eaton is so widely 
known, particularly through his magazine contribu- 
tions, as one who knows his New England, and can 
reproduce its charm, that this little book will be 
welcomed by many. It comprises brief word pictures 
of woods and fields, pastures and mountains, with 
poetic appreciation of their message to one who will 
understand their speech. There are also in the book 
a number of poems in which the author conveys to 
the reader in a more imaginative strain some of the 
findings that the vision of a poet can reveal. It is a 
little book that one will pick up again and again for 
enjoyment, especially as a reminder of things seen and 
loved in New England. 


Tigers’ Teeth. By Stuart Robertson. (Richard R. 
Smith, Inc., New York, $2.) In telling stories for 
children the acceptable narrator not only uses words 
that the child can understand, but illustrations, and 
forms of expression that are interesting to the child. 
“Tigers’ Teeth” is made up of more than fifty little 
talks based upon Scripture texts, and illustrating in 
a cheery, earnest, and inviting fashion, truths that 
belong to everyday life. Allegiance to the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the golden theme that runs through these 
brightly told stories, and they are likely to be of 
genuine usefulness to any who have occasion to talk 
with children either in public, or in the more intimate 
circle of Sunday-school class, or the home. 


Modern Apostles of Faith. By Dr. C. F. Wimberly. 
(Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn., $1.25.) It is a 
cause for gratitude that recent years seem to have 
brought into being many readable books of brief biog- 
raphies. Dr. Wimberly has selected from the religious 
leaders of comparatively recent times, the names of 
those who for one reason or another are highly. dis- 
tinctive personalities in world-wide Christian service, 
or in a more circumscribed field. Some of these names 
are widely familiar. Others are better remembered? 
by those who came into contact with their achieve- 
ments in somewhat restricted localities. All, how- 
ever, are eminently worth knowing, and Dr. Wimberly 
has concentrated his personal reminiscences of them, 
or the results of his reading about them, into briéf 
and revealing chapters. More than thirty of these 
men and women are given a place in a book which 
(Continued on page 698) 
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LESSON 10. DECEMBER 7. STEPHEN. (An Early Interpreter of Christianity) 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 6:1 to 7 : 60 
Golden Text.—They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost.—Acts 6: § : 


oe enna 























The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is 6 : 7-10; 7 : 54-60 ° 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


6:7 And the word of God increased; 
and the number of the disciples multi- 
in Jerusalem exceedingly ; 
great company of the priests were obe- 
dient to the faith. 


8 And Stephen, 
power, wrought great wonders and signs 
among the people. 
certain of them that were of the syna- 
gogue called the synagogue of the * Lib- 
ertines, and of the Cyrenians, and of the 
Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and 
Asia, disputing with Stephen. 
they were not able to withstand the wis- 
dom and the Spirit by which he spake. 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


6:7 And the word of God increased; 
and the number of the disciples multi- 
plied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great 
company of the priests were obedient to 
the faith. 

8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, 
did great wonders and miracles among 
the people. 

9 Then there arose certain of the syn- 
agogue, which is called the synagogue 
of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and 
Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and 
of Asia, disputing with Stephen. 

10 And they were not able to resist 
the wisdom and the spirit by which he 
spake. 

7:54 When they heard these things, 
they were cut to the heart, and they 
gnashed on him with their teeth. 

55 But he, being full of the Holy 


plied 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 


To seek to lead the children to yield to God for 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 


The Historical Setting 


If the crucifixion of our Lord took place in A. D. 
30, probably the martyrdom of Stephen should be 
placed in A. D. 33 or 34. Some time seems to be 
demanded by the series of events that occupies the 
first five chapters of the Acts. On the other hand, if 
Paul were done to death in A. D. 68 we must not 
place his conversion later than about 34. 


Verse by Verse 


Chapter 6:7.—The word of God increased. “The 
word of God”. is used for the effect of the Word in 
men’s hearts. Note the connection between the ap- 
pointment of the seven and the increase of the Word. 
It marked God’s approval of the step that had been 
taken. It showed that these men were indeed the 
right men for the time and the need. And it implied 
that it was through their ministry in part at least 
that the increase occurred. 

A great company of the priests. The number of 
priests who returned from Babylon was 4,289 (Ezra 
2: 30-39), and the number probably increased much 
since that time. 

Were obedient. Imperfect tense, literally, “were 
becoming obedient.” It is rather strange that -Luke 
does not simply say they believed. That is his usual 
way of referring to conversions (see “believe” in the 
concordance). The word he uses here means (1) to 
hearken attentively, (2) to go to answer the door (cf. 
12:13, R. V.), and so (3) to obey. Not all, there- 
fore, of this great company of the priests may have 
been actually converted. Probably what Luke means 
was that they were sufficently interested to attend 
Gospel meetings. If there had been such widespread 
conversions among the priesthood it would be a little 
difhcult to account for the happenings of the follow- 
ing chapters. At this time was the culminating point 
of the popularity of the Church in Jerusalem. As 
yet all seemed going on prosperously for the con- 
version of Israel. The multitude honored the apos- 
tles. The advice of Gamaliel had moderated the op- 
position of the Sanhedrin. The priests were being 
gradually won over. In this prosperity there was a 
great though subtle’danger. The Church had yet an- 
other testimony to bear, and it was Stephen whom 
God raised up at this critical juncture to voice the 
protest against Pharisaism. If the Church had been 
willing to accept Pharisaism it might have become 
just another Jewish sect, but Stephen’s protest ar- 
rayed against the Church from that time on that pow- 
erful and zealous sect. From this time the Church 
found~neither favor nor tolerance from any of the 
parties among the Jews, but increasing and bitter en- 
mity. 

Verse 8.—Stephen, full of faith and power. The 
better attested reading is “full of grace and power.” 
The emphasis is on God’s working rather than on 
Stephen’s. He was filled with grace and power be- 
cause he was filled with the Holy Ghost (vs. 3-5). 
Grace and power are not things which the Christian 





7:54 Now’ when 
things, they were cut to the heart, and 
they gnashed on him with their teeth. 
55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, 


and a 
the right hand of God. 


full of grace and 


9 But there arose 


name was Saul. 


1o And 
ceive my spirit. 


they heard these 


to their charge. 
this, he fell asleep. 


% ® bd % 


can receive and possess. They are the energies of 
the personal Holy Spirit. 

Did great wonders and miracles. The verb is im- 
perfect. It impiies that this activity on Stephen’s 
part was continuous and probably lasted for some time 
at least before it was forcibly stopped. The word 
translated “miracles” is literally “signs.’ Every 
miracle of God is (1) a wonder to attract men’s at- 
tention, and (2) a sign to attest God’s intention (Dr. 
A. T. Pierson). 


Verse 9—Synagogue. Synagogue is Greek and 
means: (1) a gathering together; (2) a place of such 
gathering. The corresponding Hebrew word Moed 
may be found in both senses in Psalm 74: 4-8. The 
more usual sense of the Hebrew, however, is an ap- 
pointed time rather than place. The institution of 
synagogues is generally supposed to date’ from the 
Captivity, though the reference I have given to Psalm 
74 shows that this is not strictly true. The synagogue 
was usually so arranged that the congregation was 
placed facing in the direction of Jerusalem. At the 
end opposite to them was an ark or chest contain- 
ing the Book of the Law. About the middle was a 
pulpit in which the reader stood and the preacher sat. 
Each synagogue had a minister or attendant (Luke 
4:20) and was under the management of a college 
of elders (Luke 7:3; Acts 13:15). Over these was 
a president. There was a fixed liturgy. A first 
lesson was read from the Law and a second from the 
prophets (cf. 13:15). After the reading of the les- 
sons there was an exposition or sermon. It is said 
that there were 480 synagogues in Jerusalem, but this 
is doubtful. 

Libertines. Probably descendants of the Jews taken 
to Rome as captives by Pompey in 53 B. C. They 
had there gained their freedom, hence the name “Lib- 
ertines” (from the Latin liber, “free’). Three syna- 
gogues seem to be referred to here: (1) That of 
the freedmen, (2) that of people of. Alexandria and 
Cyrene, both African cities, and (3) that of the men 
of Cilicia and Asia. 


KiInG JAMES VERSION 
Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God, 
56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of man standing on 


57 Then they cried out with a loud 
voice, and stopped their ears, and ran 
upon him with one accord, 

58 And cast him out of the city, and 
stoned him: and the witnesses laid down 
their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose 


59 And they stoned Stephen, 
upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, re- 


60 And he kneeled down, 
with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin 
And when he had said 





Stephen: “A Crown” 
By Amos R. Wells 


TEPHEN wore the crown of service, active, 

tender, tactful, true, first and most ideal deacon, 
model fine for me and you. Stephen wore the 
crown of wisdom, by the Spirit high-endowed, quick 
to meet the bitter scoffing of the Christ-blasphem- 
ing crowd. Stephen wore the crown of power, 
mighty miracles he wrought, signs and wonders 
*mid the people, by the Saviour’s mercy taught. 
Stephen wore the crown of courage, bold to face 
the fiercest foe; he would speak what Christ com- 
manded, he would go where Christ bade go. 
Stephen wore the crown of glory, saw the radiance 
on high, saw the Saviour standing waiting to receive 
him in the sky. Stephen wore the crown supernal, 
wore the martyr’s crown of life, wore the victor’s 
crown of triumph over earth’s infuriate strife. 
Double-triple crown of Stephen! Splendid spirit, 
now may we, in the strength of Christ our Saviour, 
serve and follow him like thee! 











AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw 
the glory of God, and Jesus standing on 
the right hand of God, 56 and said, Be- 
hold, I see the heavens opened, and the 
Son of man standing on the right hand 
of God. 57 But they cried out with a 
loud voice, and stopped their ears, and 
rushed upon him with one accord; 58 
and they cast him out of the city, and 
stoned him: and the witnesses laid down 
their garments at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. 59 And they stoned 
Stephen, calling upon the Lord, and say- 
ing, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60 
And he kneeled down, and cried with a 
loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge. And when he had said 
this, he fell asleep. 

1Or, Freedmen. 


calling 


and cried 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 


Disputing. Used of the questionings of the scribes 
and Pharisees with our Lord (Mark 8:11). 


Verse 10.—They were not able to resist: Compare 
the promise of the Lord Jesus (Luke 21:15). 


Chapter 7:55.—Looked up stedfastly. Compare 
Isaiah 25:8. Into heaven. The very place where 
glory is revealed. Saw... Jesus. In that place, 
the center of the universe, the throne of God’s power, 
the seat of his government, there is the Lord Jesus 
in the reality of his human nature. Ezekiel in his 
trouble saw “the likeness as the appearance of a man 
above upon [the throne] (Ezek. 1:26). He did not 
see the reality because the Lord Jesus had not yet 
become incarnate. Stephen saw not any likeness or 
appearance but Jesus himself. Standing. Contrast 
Matthew 26:64— “sitting.” Standing may mean an 
attitude of ready help. But perhaps it is better, as 
Alford, to take it as a reference to the vision of 
Zechariah 3:1 where nearly the same phraseology is 
used. Stephen, under accusation of blaspheming the 
earthly- temple, is vouchsafed a sight of the heavenly 
temple. Being cited before the Sadduceean high priest, 
who believed neither in angel nor spirit, he is granted 
a sight of the heavenly high priest standing and 
ministering at the throne amidst the angels and spirits 
of just men made perfect. 


Verse 56.—The heavens opened. Three heavens are 
referred to in the Bible: (1) The terrestrial atmo- 
sphere in which the birds fly (Gen. 1:20), (2) the 
great interstellar spaces (Gen. 1:14), and (3) the 
third heaven (cf. 2 Cor. 12:2) where God is. These 
three are the proper habitation of the sparrows, stars, 
seraphs, respectively. Compare the invocation in the 
Lord’s Prayer, “Our Father which art in the heavens” 
(Matt. 6:9, Greek). 

If God could thus enable his servant to see through 
the material heavens he could equally enable him to 
see through the temple roof. So that this passage 
really tells us nothing as to whether the trial took 
place in the ordinary session room of the Sanhedrin, 
or in one of the open courtyards of the temple. 

The Son of man. This is the only time that our 
Lord is called the Son of man by human lips after 
his ascension. The reason may be, as Alford suggests, 
that Stephen is led to repeat the very words that 
the Lord Jesus had used in which he himself before 
this very Council had foretold his glorification (Matt. 
26:64). - He thereby assured them that that exalta- 
tion of the Son of man which they should hereafter 
witness to their dismay was already begun and was 
actual. Note that in these words we are expressly 
told that Stephen was speaking now not of himself 
at i but entirely hy the utterance of the Spirit (v. 
re ; 

Verse 58.—Cast him out of the city. Compare Leviti- 
cus 24:14-16. It would appear, from John 18: 31, 
that the Jews had not legally the power to put anyone 
to death. Here no sentence is recorded. And per- 
haps the very violence and zelotic character of the 
execution might lead the Roman authorities to re- 
gard it not as an encroachment on the power of the 
procurator, but a mere outbreak of lynching, and as 
such it might be allowed to pass unnoticed. Witnesses. 
Compare Deuteronomy 17:7. Laid down their clothes. 
They disencumbered themselves of their loose outer 
garments. Saul. It appears from 26:10 that Saul 
himself was a member of the Sanhedrin. He cannot 
therefore have been less than thirty years of age at 




















Lesson for December 7 


this time. He was shortly after despatched upon an 
important mission with the authority: of the Council. 
Verse 59.—Calling upon God. Note that the word 
“God” is in italics. This implies that the word does 
not exist in the original. The word translated “call- 
ing upon” is the regular word for calling upon a god. 
So, translated “call upon” (the Lord Jesus), by all 
the rules of grammar, we have here an affecting in- 
stance of prayer addressed directly to the Saviour. 
And it is quite illogical for any one to try to evade 
the force of this. 
Receive my spirit. 
prayer in Luke 23: 46. 
Verse 60.—Lay not this sin, Again compare Luke 


Compare the Saviour’s own 


. 23:34. Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit who is 


the Spirit of the crucified Lord. me oe 

He fell asleep. Note the cadence of this closing 
word in contrast to the scene of violence and blood 
just described. 


A Lesson Outline 

1. Prosperity and its perils. 

2. God’s provision for the need. 

3. Stephen’s preparation and training. 

4. Stephen’s preaching and power. 

5. Stephen’s passion and privilege. 

Golden Topics 

1. The Holy Spirit and man. 

(1) He seeks to lead the unsaved to repentance 
(Rom. 2: 4). ae 

(2) He dwells within the Christian (Rom. 8:9). 

(3) He comes upon the Christian who is fully 
consecrated (Acts 2:3). ; 

These three relationships may be designated by the 
words: “about,” “within,” and “upon.” 

In this third relation Christians are spoken of as 
being “filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:4, R. V.). 

2. The filling of the Spirit. : 

(1) It occurred at Pentecost. And again a few weeks 
after (Acts 4:31). These occurrences we may de- 
scribe as filling points. They are all spoken of in 
the past indefinite tense. : 

(2) Then disciples are spoken of as being con- 
tinually filled with the Spirit. Here the imperfect 
or past continuous tense is used (13:52). Instead 
of separate filling points we now have a continuous 
process of filling going on. In the one case the Holy 
Spirit is spoken of as being received at intervals, in 
the other he is spoken of as being received all the 
time. The former case may be likened to that of an 
automobile filled up regularly at its fixed depots. 
The second case is like that of a trolley car or elec- 
tric train which must receive its power continuously. 

(3) Men filled with the Spirit are naturally de- 
scribed as full, as in our lesson. This ought to be 
the normal condition of every Christian. 

(4) Note that nothing less than this same fullness 
is the qualification for performing the most ordinary 
tasks as in 6:1. And the same fullness availed 
Stephen in his dying moments to utter the truth of 


(5) The fullness of the Spirit has two main results: 
First, character (cf. Gal. 5:22, 23); second, service 
and witness, as in our lesson. . 

(6) The simple condition upon which any Chris- 
tian may be filled with the Spirit is entire obedience 
to the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. John 7:39). Where 
Jesus is glorified the fullness of the Spirit is enjoyed. 

TunsripGE WELLS, ENG. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs, Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr, Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT is the distinction between “the Grecians” and 
“the Hebrews” in Acts 6:1? 

2. To which group did Stephen belong ? 

3. What other reasons make it probable that Stephen 
was a Hellenist? 

4. What is the inescapable truth shown in the text as 
to the source of Stephen’s strength of character and action, 
and of his qualification for service? 

5. In Stephen’s case, name four outstanding fruits of 
the infilling of the Holy Spirit. 

6. In what respect does he seem to have exceeded 
what his work required? 

7. How did his activity resemble that of the apostles? 

8. What unexpected result did the choice of a Hellenist 
Jew for the post of deacon have? 

9. What Hellenist in the Sanhedrin gave his vote against’ 
Stephen and (apparently) gladly if grimly “consented 
unto his death” ? 

10. What statement strongly implies that Saul of Tarsus 
had authority and exercised it in the stoning of Stephen? 

11. Name some characteristics which he showed in con- 
nection with the circumstances leading to his death. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
3. October 1y.—Simeon and Anna. (The Insight of the 
POLS iG BGS.) cccccccrcvvevsvaccsveccecess Luke 2 : 29-39 
4. October 26.—World’s Temperance Sunday. (Spiritual 
Weapons in a World War.) .......... Galatians 5 : 13-26 
5. November 2.—Simon Peter. (From Weakness to 
Strength.) 
Mark 8 : 27-29; Luke 22: 31-34; John 18 : 25-27; 21 : 15-17 
6. November 9.—Thomas. (The Honest Doubter.) 
John 11 : 14-16; 14: 5-8; 20: 24-29; 21:1, 2 
7. November 16.—The Believing Centurion. (A Gentile 


whose Faith Jesus Commended.) ..... Matthew 8: 5-13 
8 November 23—The Rich Young Ruler. (Refusing 

a Life of Sacrificial Service.) ......... Mark 10: 17-27 
9. November 30.—Zacchzus the Publican. (A Business 

Man Converted.) ........- Lv deaneteecevesees Luke 19 : 1-1¢ 
10. December 7.—Stephen. (An Early Interpreter of 

CRIME ID. os ovecccceciscesccceccees Acts 6:1 to 7: 66 
11. December 14.—Saul of Tarsus. (How a Pharisee be- 

came a Christian.) ....ccccocscscccccccves Acts 22: 3-18 
12. December 21.—Timothy. (The Influence of Home 

Training.) 


Acts 16: 1-3; Philippians 2: 19-22; 2 Timothy 1 : 1-6; 3 : 14-16 
Or, 


Christmas Lesgon cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccce Luke 2: 1-20 
13. December 28.—Review. (The Pattern of Christian 
Living.) 


First Quarter 


1. January 4.—The Birth of John the Baptist ...Luke 1 
2. January 11.—The Childhood of Jesus ........... Luke 2 
3. January 18.—The Ministry of John the Baptist ..Luke 3 
4. January 25.—Jesus Tempted ......... Luke 3:21 to 4:30 
5. February 1.—Jesus the Great Physician. 

Luke 4: 31 to 5 : 39 








ma Of all deaths, whose death was Stephen’s most 
ike? 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





Materiats: A few small stones. As you tell 
of the stoning, pile the stones up in a mound. 











HAT a scene! Stephen, deacon of the First 

Church of Jerusalem, standing up before the 
High Priest and the Council of the synagogue, telling 
them of Israel’s unbelief, and accusing them of be- 
traying and murdering the Just One, Jesus Christ the 
Lord. When he began to speak, his face shone like 
the face of an angel. When he closed his address, he 
saw the heavens opened and the Son of man standing 
on the right hand of God 

But the men who listened ground their teeth in 
rage, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him, and 
took him out of the city, and began to stone him. 
Little stones like these. Some larger ones. Taking 
off their long robes, they threw them with deadly 
aim, stone after stone. Stephen fell on his knees, and 
with a last cry, a prayer of forgiveness, died, stoned 
to death. 

Devout men carried Stephen to his burial, but the 
stones — Do you think those Jews that day dreamed 
they were building a monument to the first Christian 
martyr, a man who dared to stand up for Jesus? Many 
others followed in Stephen’s path, men and women 
of whom this world was not worthy. 

Let us search our own hearts. Are we standing 
up for our Lord? Or are we denying him, day after 

ay? 

Mount Hermon, Cat. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


After Stephen Who?—Stephen, full of grace and 
power (6:8, R. V.). Dictionary: Grace — “exercise 
of love — kindness — mercy — favor. Mercy of God. 
Engagement of divine favor.” Ask a company what 
grace is and all will be dumb, except the one fellow 
who will answer, “What we say before a meal.” In 
the light of the above definition we may know what 
a lovable deacon Stephen must have been. No won- 
der he was a shining mark for Sanhedrin venom. The 
folks who get the hardest cracks are not always the 
“rough and ready,” but the kind and gentle and good. 
It is the problem of the Book of Job. Something 
hard to understand. The Book says something about 
the “afflictions of the righteous” and “the wicked” 
and “a green bay tree” (Psa. 34:19; 37:35). Then 
there was the kind, gentle, and brave Jonathan, Da- 
vid’s friend, going down in battle long before his 
time. There was a reason for Stephen. That reason 
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was Paul (Acts 22:20). If you will take this page 
of the paper and set fire to it, some of it will float 
away in smoke and vapor and some will remain as 
ash. The physicist will weigh the piece of paper. He 
will then weigh the ash and the smoke, and his deli- 
cate scales will show you the weight is the same and 
nothing has been destroyed. We do not gencrate 
electricity. Like water, God put all he wanted of it 
in the world when he made it. The electric generator 
is not a generator. It starts the current (‘juice’) 
moving. It is like a pump. In fact, we can only un- 
derstand what we know about electricity by the water 
analogy. All this means, I am wondering if it may 
not be somewhat the same way with our human qual- 
ities. At any rate, we find later, the rabid, cruel 
young doing-to-death Pharisee, who was superintend- 
ing this stoning bee, of all the men in the world and 
against the wildest expectation, turning up possessed 
of this very grace and power that lay in Stephen. 
Stephen’s grace and power was not destroyed, it en- 
tered into his executioner. Does our “good” continue 
after us? 


The Martyrs.—Behold, I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of man (7:56). I have mentioned before 
that some years ago I dropped into Old Stone Church 
in Cleveland and heard the minister preach a masterly 
sermon in which he showed, to my satisfaction at 
least, that martyrs do not suffer pain and agony as 
do other victims. He quoted innumerable witnesses 
and their conversations with the tortured ‘ones. He 
called attention to the fact that no one can carry on 
intelligent conversation and think clearly in the agony 
of approaching death by fire and other hellish inven- 
tions used to make heretics recant. Some of these 
martyrs were. sheltered and delicately raised women 
who went to their Lord with songs on their lips and 
smiles on their faces. You can’t sing if you have a 
little toothache or a bad burn upon a single hand. 
Light a match and stick a finger in the flame for just 
one half minute and then let’s hear you sing a song 
of rejoicing! There is no record of a single groan 
from Stephen. God just opened “Heaven” to him and 
the glory of the place overwhelmed him and shone 
in his face. The Lesson Committee calls this one “An 
Interpreter of Christianity.” They are right. The 
title is happy. No real harm can come to the Chris- 
tian (Psa. 34:7; Rom. 8:28). We hear of “dying 
grace” being given to God’s children. I have been 
with many a dying Christian. That has been the 
most peaceful place in the -world.. The only folks 
who have been disturbed or “upset” have been the 
loved ones who stood on the shore to wave farewell. 
Who knows but most, if not all, Christians, like 
Stephen, are given glimpses of Heaven in that supreme 
moment, and most of us are too overwhelmed by 
the glory of it to be able to say a word. Like an 
overpowering sunset. In the great Chicago fair of 
1893 there was an architectural and electric wonder 
called “The Court of Honor.” When you stood there 
you did not want to talk and did not talk. It was a 
Court of Beauty and Silence and Inspiration. 


Charity.—Lord, lay not this sin to their charge (v. 
60). If you want to read a real story, one which the 
literary folks of the land put down as one of the eight 
best short stories, go to the library and ask for “Ma- 
dame Delphine,” by George Cable. Then note the ser- 
mon by the little priest upon this very text. When you 
hear Stephen saying this you understand why the 
Holy Spirit in writing this narrative says Stephen 
was full of “grace.” The words are but an echo of 
his Master’s “Father, forgive them.” Yet in spite 
of all this, there are “Christians” who refuse to for- 
give and are, on the contrary, as busy as can be “lay- 
ing the sin to the charge” (Luke 17:3, 4; Matt. 6: 
15). Some years ago I had a little girl in my Sun- 
day-school, the youngest of a big family. The home 
in which she was born and raised was very small and 
cramped. The father and mother did not get along 
well together. I tried to get the family into the Sun- 
day-school, but with poor success. Only the little 
girl remained. I held her until about thirteen and 
then I lost her. With no home influence whatever 
to keep her in the Sunday-school and the conditions 
in the family —oh, well, you can guess the rest, as 
there is nothing new in the situation. Now to whose 
charge shall we lay this sort of thing? To the girl? 
Yes, I was after her, and am after her right now as 
I write. Indeed they have her in a “Home.” The 
great wonder to those of us who have spent 
our lives among the humble folks is that under 
the overwhelming circumstances in which they find 
themselves the boys and girls turn out as well. as 
they do. They have few or none of the advantages 
of the more favored. Of course when we can hook 
them up. with the church that settles it for good. 
Take the case of our colored brethren. How much 
show does the colored boy have? What occupations 
and vocations are freely open to the great mass of 
him? Laborer, butler, porter, waiter. As a barber 
he has been displaced by the man from across the 
sea. When the colored boy or girl goes “bad,” just 
remember this text. What ground have you for 
thinking Heaven is not open for the man from Africa? 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers 


are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 


a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 


conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson, 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


A “Successful” System.—/t is not 
reason that we should leave the word of 
God, and serve tables (6:2). A sales- 
man had installed for a business house 
a filing system of the most: amazing com- 
plexity. He went back about a month 
later and asked the president how the 
filing system was working. “Fine,” was 
the answer. “It is better than we had 
dared to hope.” “Well, I am glad,” re- 
plied the salesman. “And how is busi- 
ness?” “Oh,” said the president of the 
company, “we have had to give up busi- 
ness in order to look, after the filing 
system.” And so sometimes churches 
have almost been forced to give up re- 
Jigion, in order to kéep the ecclesiastical 
system going. —From the Missionary Sur- 
vey. Sent by Mrs. W. H. Long, De- 
catur, Ala. 


Better than Working a Miracle.— 
Stephen ... did great wonders and mir- 
acles (v. 8). 


We may not work a miracle 
In any given place, 

But we can be a miracle 
Of God’s redeeming grace. 


The call to work a miracle 
May be for one short day; 
The gift to be a miracle 
Shall never pass away. 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


A New Faith and a New Face.—Saw 
his face as it had been the face of an 
angel (v. 15). “I had five hundred men 
in my church last Sunday morning,” said 
Dr. J. H. Jowett, “five hundred work- 
ingmen. One of them has been so fre- 
quently in the police court that in our 
local jail there is one cell that bears his 
name, and is always waiting for him. 
He was laid hold-of by what we call 
the Adult School Movement, the Lord 
Jesus took possession of him, and I think 
I never heard a more beautiful testimony 
than one of his triends gave me concern- 
ing him just a week or two ago. He 
said, ‘You know that man’s face is chang- 
ing every week. He had the face of a 
beast; it is lighting up, lighting up, like 
an old cathedral—From the British 
Weekly. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng. 


The Land of the Living.—He . 
looked up... into heaven (7:55). Some 
one,said to a dying Christian: “Well, 
1 see you are in the land of the living 
yet.” “No,” said he, “I am in the land 
of the dying yet, but I will soon be in 
the land of the living where no one ever 
dies."—From D. L. Moody. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


A Chinese Stephen’s Prayer.—They 
stoned Stephen (7.:59). Two pastors of 
Bishop Roots’ diocese were imprisoned, 
after having been badiy beaten. Release, 
they were told, would come when they 
renounced their faith. It happened that 
the day on which they were imprisoned 
was, in the Episcopal Church calendar, 
sacred to the memory of St. Stephen. So 
the two Chinese pastors stood up in the 
midst of their fellow prisoners and 
preached the story of Stephen. “We need 
men like Stephen in China,” said the 
prisoners; and together the whole com- 
pany knelt and prayed that God would 
send more Stephens to the aid of China. 
—From The American Missionary. Sent 
by Irma R. Chapin, Jefferson, Ohio. 


Blowing Away Thistledown.—They 
stoned Stephen, . . . and the word of 
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God increased (7:59; 6:7). Persecu- 
tion is like blowing thistledown, which 
only scatters the seeds. Six’ men were 
turned out of Oxford for praying. Among 
them were the two Wesleys and White- 
field—From Doran’s Minister’s Manual. 
Sent by Howard M. Green, Hornell, 
Nina 


A Needed Prayer.— Tiliey chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the 
Holy Ghost (Golden Text). When the 
white minister had concluded his service 
in a col ed church, he called upon one 
of the deacons to pray. The black 
brother proceeded after the following 
manner: “Oh, Lord, gib him de eye ob 
de eagle dat he spy out sin afar off. Glue 
his hands to de Gosp1 plow. Tie his 
tongue to de line ob truf. Llail his ear 
to de Gospel pole. Bow his head way 
down ‘tween his .knees,- and his knees 
way down in some lonesome, dark and 
narrer valley, where prayer is much 
wanted to be made. ’Noint him wid the 
kerosene oil ob salvation and sot him on 
fire..—From The Bible of the Exposi- 
tor, Sent. by May L. Haight, Bible 
School Park, N. Y. Prize tilustration. 

Choose a Real Measure.— They chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the 
Holy Ghost (Golden Text). It tickles 
me to see an old sinner come in and pull 
out an old lame and dwarfed member 
of the church, lay him down and meas- 
ure by him, and say, “Look here, boys, 
I am as long, as broad, and as good as 
this member of the church!” Why don’t 
you go and pick out~one of those grand 
old Christians? Because you would look 
like a rat-terrier lying by an elephant.— 
From Sam P. Jones. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


we 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


President and Professor of Education 
at Juniata College 


| he showed intimate familiarity naturally, 





THE PRINCIPLE OF COMPARISON.— 
Train pupils to make comparisons 
and thus detect significant likenesses 
and differences. 














TEPHEN was not an apostle. He 
was, in fact, one of those who were 
selected that the apostles might have re- 
lief from what we would call the business 
of the church in order to give themselves 
to prayer and the ministry of the Word. 
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And yet the record of Stephen in the 
latter service is more full than that of 
most of the apostles, and he does not 
suffer by: comparison with those whose 
story is most completely told, so far as 
the record of his brief life is given. 

In the fundamental qualification set 
by the apostles that the deacons should 
be full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, 
and in the proof of it in the case of 
Stephen we have a near approach to 
apostolic qualifications. Like the apostles 
he wrought, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, great wonders and miracles 
among the people, and even Peter him- 
self probably displayed in his sermons no 
greater wisdom or boldness than did 
Stephen in the one which cost him his 
life. In its appeal to the Jews on the 
basis of their own history, with which 


his sermon is not unlike the later preach- 
ing of that young man who witnessed his 
martyrdom and probably never lost out 
of his life the remembrance and influ- 
ence of that day. 

Like nearly all the apostles in giving 
up his life for the Gospel of Christ, 
Stephen has the unique distinction of be- 
ing the first in the recorded line of the 
noble army that reaches out from the 
Book of God and into the ages, and 
across the yea.s into our day and time. 
Let the class decide in what respect, after 
all, Stephen differs from an apostle. 

HuntInopon, Pa, 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
our hearts are stirred as we think of the 
faith and the courage of thy servant Stephen. 
We would be like him in his faithfulness, 
and his willingness to stand firmly for the 
faith even unto death. We pray that our 
eyes may not be fixed upon the mere sur- 
roundings in the world, but that we may 
look beyond the distresses that may beset 
us, amd see heavenly visions, assuring us 
of thy presence and loving favor. We pray 
that we may be true witnesses for thee 
wherever thou hast placed us in this life, 
and that indeed it may be said of us that we 
are full of faith and of the Holy Spirit as 
we go about our daily duties, or meet special 
occasions for testimony. We ask this in the 
name of him who gave himself for us, our 
Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Over in Belgium, 
in the little town of Vilvorde, there is a 
monument to William Tyndale, who was 


Cfo fim that 

overcomefh- 
-will Sgive a 
white sfone,and 
upon the stone 
anew name writ 
en,which no one 
nowethi but he 
that receiveth it” 


Rev. 2:17. 








AFTER THE STONES = 














“STONE” 
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IV :10: 30 
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strangled there, and burned at the stake, 
because he had translated the Bible into 
the English of the common people. On 
the base of that monument are these 
words, — “Lord, open the eyes of the 
King of England!”—William Tyndale’s 
last words. He, like many another mar- 
tyr, saw straight through the awful ex- 
periences of his last moments, to the Lord 
whom he served. So it was with Stephen, 
the first Christian martyr who spoke so 
boldly for Christ, and then laid down his 
life for him. And while the stones were 
falling upon him, he looked up steadfastly 
into Heaven, and saw what his assail- 
ants could not possibly see. Perhaps 
none of us will ever have the privilege 
of dying like that, but I am sure very 
many of us do have, and will have, plenty 
of times when we need to show the same 
spirit, and to stand up for the Lord Jesus 
in school, in the business office, on the 
athletic field, in the home. Yes, any- 
where and everywhere. Shall we think 
about the: sneers, and the laughter that 
we may meet, or shall we be looking far 
beyond anything of that sort, to him 
whom we serve? I like to think that 
any of us in this school would not hesi- 
tate a moment to stand up for the Lord 
Jesus, no matter how hard that might 
be. Well, let us be sure to do it during 
this next week when perhaps some very 
real tests will come to us. May God 
help us all to be faithful! Let us pray. 





STANDING up FOR JESUS 
DO I? 
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Lesson Hymns 


“He Will Hold Me Fast.” 

“He is Able to Deliver Thee.” 
“Saved.” 

“His Mighty Hand.” 

“I Know God’s Promise is True.” * 
“Jesus Saves.” 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD the sixth and seventh chapters 

of Acts. Perhaps the best way to 
introduce Stephen to the children will be 
to remind them of what the Lord Jesus, 
before his death, told all who would be 
his followers. He never promised them 
an easy time. He gave his disciples his 
peace, his joy, and his love, and even 
promised them a share in his kingdom. 
But he told them plainly that in the 
world they should receive the same kind 
of treatment their Master had received. 
And sure enough the disciples were put 
in prison, and beaten, and told not to 
preach. But all of this cruel treatment 
could not keep the Lord’s friends from 
telling the Good News, or hinder the peo- 
ple from believing and being saved. And 
there were soon a great many believers, 
and they “had all things common,” that 
is, every one cared for the needs of 
others. 

The discipies were still preaching in 
Jerusalem, but many Jews were there 
who had come from other countries where 
the Greek language was spoken. These 
strangers were called Grecians. Many 
of them believed the Good News, and be- 
came Christians. It seems that the Jeru- 
salem Christians were selfish or thought- 
less, and neglected the widows among 
these strangers. When the disciples 
heard about it they said that they needed 
all of their time to pray and to tell the 
Good News, and they could not look after 
the tables to see that everybody was fed. 
So they told these Grecians to appoint a 
committee of their own people to look 
after the needy ones. The chairman of 
this committee was Stephen, “a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Ghost.” 

The Lord did some mighty works 
through Stephen, and the enemies of the 
Christians hated him, and wanted to find 
something wrong in his teaching, so some 
of the teachers of a certain synagogue 
met to dispute with him. But the Holy 
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Lesson for December 7 


Spirit filled Stephen with love, and made 
him so wise and winsome that they just 
had to give up the argument. Then they 
hired some men to say that they had 
heard him speak wicked words against 
Moses, the law giver, and against God. 
Then these men stirred up the pople and 
told the rulers of the Jews about Stephen. 
So he was brought before the council 
for a trial. His enemies brought wit- 
nesses who told lies on Stephen, saying 
that he had spoken against Jerusalem and 
the law. They pretended that they had 
heard him say that the Lord Jesus was 
going to destroy Jerusalem, and change 
the Laws that Moses had given them. 
All the people in the council looked at 
Stephen, and saw that he was not angry 
at all. His face was shining and happy 
like an angel’s. 

The high priest. asked him: “Are these 
things so?” Stephen was glad to let them 
know of his faith in the God of their 
fathers and his reverence for the Law. 
He_ repeated the history of his people 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





STEPHEN 
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from the beginning, and showed that they 
had not kept the Law, and that they had 
crucified the Son of God. His enemies 
knew that he spoke the truth, but they 
only became more angry, but the Holy 
Spirit kept Stephen full of joy. He 
looked up toward heaven, and the gates 
swung wide open, and he saw the glory 
and beauty of the Father’s House, and 
he said that he saw the Son of man stand- 
ing at the right hand of God. When 
he said this his enemies waited no longer. 
They cast Stephen out of the city and 
stoned him to death, a young man named 
Saul being the leader of the gang. We 
know that Stephen was not alone, for 
he said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
Then to let his enemies know that he 
forgave them and loved them, he kneeled 
down and prayed for them with a.loud 
voice, “Lord, lay not. this sin: to their 
charge.” Then he peacefully fell asleep. 
Repeat the Memory Verse: “I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13: 
50.) 
Cirnton, S. C, 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
God, who neither slumbers nor sleeps: 
(1) Testifying through a disciple. 
(2) Testifying to this disciple. 
(3) So winning the greatest disciple. 


OD’S watchful care over his own— 
how gloriously he has proved that 
he neither slumbers nor sleeps! How 
gloriously he is still proving it today, to 
his trusting followers! What a privilege 
to strengthen the hearts of your young 
girls with this everlasting truth, young 
as they are, with all of life’s puzzling, 
shocking, almost despairing experiences 
before them! Says a letter, just reach- 
ing this writer today from a young girl 
friend concerning another girl’s recent 
bitter trial of faith in a great disappoint- 
ment, “I know how disappointed she is 
. . . no one knows better than I what 
that means [as, indeed, is very true], 
but, like you, I know that it will all work 
out in His own time, for I have had the 
experience myself, and thank Him for it. 
Yes, even thank Him for the disappoint- 
ments that I had, now, although at the 
time I thought I never could. And she 
will, too, I know. Tell her, please.” 
(Underscoring her own, girl-like!) And 
so it has come to pass, in this second 
case, before this lesson closes! 
If you can, through this glorious story 
of Stephen’s brave life and Christ-like 
death, help your girls to trust God’s un- 
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Let Your Christmas Tokens 


SOUND BOOKS WITH ENDURING MESSAGES 
IDEAL FOR CHRISTIAN GIFT PURPOSES 


Count for Evangelical Truth 





CHRISTIAN CARTOONS § 8vE.J. Pace 


Almost one hun@red of the best of these striking 
and justly famous cartoons issued in book form. 
Appreciated by every one. Invaluable by way of 
illustration. 96 pages, board covers, 75c net 


THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
And How to Live It. By W.H. Griffith Thomas 


The one theme is the Christian life, with its two- 
fold attitude toward God and toward man, involv- 
ing both the Lordship of Christ and the loyalty of 
Christians. 

127 pages, cloth covers, 75c net. 
Postage 6c extra. 


GIRLS” PROBLEMS OF TODAY 
Discussed by Mother Ruth. 

From the God-used department of this title.in Tur 
S..S. Times~have been selected 122 q i and 
answers, grouped under t5 headings covering salient 

blemrs. Mother Ruth's answers are Scriptural, 
the result of much prayer. 
224 s, cloth covers, $1.50 net. 
stage, 10c extra. 


GOD’S PICKED YOUNG MEN 
By Henry K. Pasma 


Living lessons for loyal lives. Strong and strik- 
ing lessons from the deeds and behavior of God’s 
outstanding men in allages, Written in clear, elo- 
quent, and descriptive language. An outstanding 

‘oung man’s book. 

pages, cloth covers,7 5c net.Post’ ge 6c extra 














HIS PEACE: The Way of Living 
Without Worrying. By Norman B. Harrison 


‘Though all want peace,and peace is the Christian’s 
right and duty to God, many do nct have it. ‘This 
booklet contains practical lessons in the Bible way 
of securing freedom from anxiety. 


48 pages, art stock covers,2 5c; five for $1 net 
Gift edition, in ‘* suede’’ covers, silk 
corded, 40c; three for $1.00 net. 


THE SHEPHERD PSALM 
By William Evans 


Dr. Evans’ favorite sermon, rich because of years 
of Christian experience and service and fresh be- 
cause of recent travels in Palestine. ‘he booklet 
pleases, both because ofits artistic appearance and 
its restful message. A fine pift book for almost any 
occasion, season or circumstance. 


84 pages. two colors throughout, illustrated, 
silk corded, extension covers, folded-in 
ends, 50c net. 
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By Mrs. Chas. E. Cowman 


A strong. inspiring and deeply spiritual compila- 
tion of daily readings and meditations. Each selec- 
tion flashes Divine truth and comfort into the dark- 
ness of doubt or distress and reveals a clearer 
vision of God’s loving care. 


378 pages, rich fabrikoid ‘covers, 
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take courage to teach on despite all the 
d.fficulties and disappointments ? 

(1) Immediately upon being chosen to 
bear special responsibility in the new 
and growing “church” of Christ, in Jeru- 
salem, we see this young deacon earnestly 
concerned about his Father’s business. 
Indeed he must have been especially ear- 
nest in living his faith before he was so 
chosen, such was the reason for his 
choice, we are told (Acts 6:3). God 
was surely testifying through Stephen in 
unusual ways, as Stephen gave himself 
whole-heartedly to God’s service. Would 
you not think God would keep such a 
disciple safe from all interference that 
would interrupt this testimony to the new 
faith which was still under sucl. power- 
ful opposition and struggling for exist- 
ence? 


(2) No, there was not a fault to find 
(none even suggested in this utterly 
frank and truthful record of our Scrip- 
tures) with Stephen’s testimony, both in 
life and word for his Lord, yet we read 
of the quick quenching of that bright 
flame of his love in the cruel death he 
suffered at the hands of his Master’s re- 
lentless enemies. ‘“Why?” we cry even 
yet! And oh, with what grief, if not 
bitterness, they who knew and loved this 
gallant young spirit must have cried, in 
that first darkness, “Why? Why must 
he so die, now? Does God care? Does 
he even know?” 

Ah, God not only testified through this 
young man’s life and lips in active serv- 
ice for him, but Stephen hir..self has left 
undying record of God’s testimony to him 
of his-overruling care and watchful love! 
His very face shone with the glory of 
this love in his heart, even when his 
lips were silent, in the council chamber. 
That it was the light of God’s love re- 
vealed to Stephen must account for the 
fury it raised in Stephen’s enemies, who 
were also God’s enemies. But with his 
dying breath he “cried with a loud voice” 
(so every one of those persecutors must 
hear him!) that he could see his Sav- 
iour, in Glory, standing to keep watch 
above his own on earth! No, Stephen 
was not forgotten of God under those 
cruel stones; nor did he forget what 
he must have known of the death of his 
Christ, for, like Him, his very last words 
were a prayer for the forgiveness of his 
murderers! ‘And when he had said this, 
he fell asleep’— under those bloody 
stones —certain that God loved and 
cared! 

Home Study 

See now, as you record what you be- 
lieve about God’s care over his own as 
revealed in Stephen’s life and death, if 
you can also see how this death won 
that other and greatest disciple for 
Stephen’s Saviour? Read on, in Acts, 
8: 1-3; 22: 3-21; 26: 9-18. 

Decatur, Ga. 

ve 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
Curistian YouTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
gluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurisT1AN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNpDay 
ScHoot TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for: ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What occasion brought about the ap- 
pointment of Stephen to the deaconry? 
2. What qualifications for service did 
he have? Are they such as we may not 
have today? 
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Atheism’s Kick-Back 
on the Atheists 


Sensational disclosures by a former Atheist 


HERE is a good deal being written on 
what the atheists are trying to do to Chris- 
tianity. There is not so much said of what 

atheism has done to the atheists. The gun not only 
shoots a bullet but it recoils or kicks back. Atheism’s 
kick-back on the atheists is startling, tragic. 


A man who knows what he is talking about, 
from bitter experience, is writing a series of the 
most sensational disclosures in this field that have ever 
been published. He used to be a radical news- 
paper man, editing a labor organ. Of brains and 
intellectuality he has more than most men. A col- 
lege graduate, with the degree of Bachelor of 
Science, he became an intimate member of a loose- 
thinking, loose-living community of joumalists, 
artists, agitators, ‘‘ freed” from the shackles of tra- 
ditionalism and the beliefs of our grandfathers ! 


He became editor of a labor organ. Jack Lon- 
don was one of his acquaintances. This brilliant 
“T believe that when 
I am dead I am dead. I believe that when I die 
I shall be as completely obliterated as the last mos- 
quito that you or | smashed.” That was the creed 
of this man, who says: “It was the creed of Jack 
London’ s section of the literary world. It was and 
is the creed of thousands of artists. It was and is 
the creed of the radical wing of labor's vast army. 
It was my creed. It is the creed of despair.” 


Notice this further word, in an article by this 
former atheist which was published recently in 


The Sunday School Times : 


“T heard these views expressed in a variety of 
places and circumstances; sometimes in tobacco 
smoke-filled halls where every speaker tried to outdo 
the others in profane and obscene language; some- 
times in the parlors of wealthy homes where cul- 
tured ladies and gentlemen voiced their hatred of 
Christianity, and plotted the overthrow of organized 
society ; sometimes in open-air meetings under the 
eyes of the police. 


““[ became as good a hater as any of them. 
Years before I had been merely an amiable skep- 
tic. But now my doubt had ripened into hate; a 
hate that was vitriolic and that my vocabulary 
lacked words to express. But I did the best I could 
to express it. I edited a labor paper, wrote for the 
labor press all ovzr the country, and published 
pamphlets, at least one of which was widely cir- 
culated in this country.” 


This man was devoted to B. Fay Mills in 
his tragic apostasy, to Clarence Darrow, the 
brilliant atheist, and to all their kind. 

But the Lord finally got him — his story of that 
has been published in the Times and has thrilled 
multitudes. Now he has written a new series, 
even more startling. 


Remember, he knows the world of which he 
writes intimately, from the inside, from personal ac- 
quaintance with its leaders and with those who 
are still its devoted members. He is not writing 
theory but stark, black facts. To secure material 
for these articles he has had interviews with noto- 
rious criminals now behind the bars in San Quentin 
Prison—their names cannot be mentioned, but 
they are known to newspaper readers throughout 
the world. He has talked with Jack London's 
old neighbors, and with his widow. True stories 
of typical men and women will be told, including 
such as those now serving life sentences; a brilliant 
intellectual society woman who accepted and fos- 
tered radicalism; another woman, wife of a jour- 
nalist, who fell in love with a clever agitator and 
started out to “live her own life’ ’ in the “new way"; 
a man of power, once a preacher and once a can- 
didate for mayor in a leading city. 


The writer is a personal friend of the Editor of 
om Sunday School Times, and says in a recent 
etter: 


“ The atheists being: influenced by the American 
Association for the Advancement of Atheism are 
mostly a lot of misguided young enthusiasts who 
do not realize what they are doing. They are 
sowing to the wind, and will in their own lives, 
sooner or later, reap the whirlwind. I belong to 
a generation of professional unbelievers who are 
past or fast passing—a generation who have paid 

e price in broken lives, broken homes, and who 
have nothing to show for their godless propaganda 
but the ashes of gloom and pessimism. I intend to 
show by actual facts how this thing works out in 
human lives.” 

Does it not seem that God has brought this 
man out of death into life, with his extraordinary 
acquaintanceship, tragic experiences, and intellec- 
tual equipment, that he might “ come to the king- 
dom for such a time as this” ? His disclosures are 
of incalculable importance. They are needed to- 
day, when so many are accepting “strong delusion, 
that they should believe a lie.” 

These articles will appear exclusively in 
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HERE is just the series of articles to send to any of your acquaintances who may 
have come under the influence of atheist propaganda; to young people in school; to 
pastors, to teachers, and other leaders who would be glad to have these facts to use. You 
who are now readers of The Sunday School Times will be glad that in the regular course 
of your subscription such articles, and many others of no less compelling interest are to 


reach you from week to week. 


Why not share these with your friends 
by organizing a club of five or more sub- 
scribers at the rate of $1.50 a year, if 
there is no club in your Sunday-school now. 


A Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscrip- 
tion for 25 cents will secure several of 
the articles here announced, which will 
begin in December. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa. 
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3. What other service in the Church 
did he perform besides that of adminis- 
tering the poor fund? 


4. Why did his fellow Jews hate him? 


5. What good use did Stephen make 
of his trial? 


6. How was Stephen like Christ in his 
death? 


we 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the ".esson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The Arc de Triomphe. 

Discussion: Instead of ecclesiastical 
persecution and being stoned, what are 
some of the battles fellows have to fight 
now, which require grace and power? 

Objective: Bring your weakness to the 
Source of Power. 














AY, fellows, one of the world’s notable 
pieces of architecture is the Arc de 
Triomphe, in Paris. It stands at the 
head of one of the most celebrated boule- 
vards, the Champs-Elysées, and beside 
it is the tomb of France’s Unknown Sol- 
dier. This massive, monumental arch 
was designed to mark. the victorious 
achievements of France. It makes an 
impression of solidarity, combined with 
architectural beauty. All the great pro- 
cessions and celebrations of Paris pass 
under it. It is the pride of France, and 
every Frenchman’s heart beats a little 

quicker as he «ontemplates it. 
I am thinking of Stephen today in the 


| terms of a triumphal arch, because of his 


life — what he stood for "and what that 
standing made him do. An arch is a 
simple edifice. It rests upon two pillars 
and the arch is the connecting crown. 
The Bible description of Stephen is dis- 
tinguished by two words: grace and 
power. “And Stephen, full of grace and 
power, wrought great wonders and signs 
among the people” (Acts 6:8, R. V.). 
In the fourth chapter of Acts these two 
“arch words” are also coupled: “And 
with great power gave the apostles wit- 
ness of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus: and great grace was upon them 
all” (4:33). Thousands of people were 
drawn by this triumphal arch, as the 
Holy Spirit caused them to know and 
accept Jesus Christ as Saviour. In the 
case of Stephen, “they were not able to 
resist the wisdom and the [Holy] spirit 
by which he spake.” 

Stephen, humanly speaking, was doubt- 
less responsible for the turning of Saul 
of Tarsus from a course of hostility to 
Jesus Christ, to become his greatest 
earthly advocate, Paul the apostle; for 
Saul was standing near by consenting to 
the cruel death of Stephen, and the exe- 
cutioners laid their coats at his feet (Acts 
7:58). If Stephen had nothing else to his 
credit, the effect of his death upon Saul 
of Tarsus would be sufficient to crown 
his triumphal arch. 

Now, fellows, I think we are apt to 
look at these great characters — these 
stalwarts of the faith—and sink back 
with a sigh into our own littleness, not 
daring to think that we, too, might be 
examples of God’s miracles in grace and 
power. Just as we look at a picture of 
the Arc de Triomphe and say, “I could 
never build a beautiful thing like that 
—so colossal, so magnificent.” We think 
of the chicken coop we tried to build in 
the back yard and what a mess we made 
of it. We will always have that faint- 
heartedness, as we look at our own poor 
skill and limited faith. But listen, fel- 
lows, the very fact that we think of 
these things, even as impossibilities, is an 
evidence of the fact that the Holy Spirit 
is calling us out. And when he calls, 
it is in no trifling way. The Lord never 
calls on you and me for a thing that he 
does not with the challenge offer the 
grace and power. I do not suppose we 
will ever be called upon to face a hostile 
Sanhedrin, nor to endure a stoning unto 
death. But the Lord has a special work 
for each of us to do — something with 
our own name on it, and nobody else’s 


name. And what will we bring to the | 
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A powerfully written 
novel of college life 


Sitver | 
W RUMPET 


By J. Wesley Ingles 


In D. Randall MacRae’s self-centered life, | 
religion and Christ had meant little. Four 
years at a large eastern college, an indulgent 
father, plenty of spending money, and a free 
rein had already given him a cynical, superior 
attitude toward life. 





Then he caught a glimpse of Fay Thurston. 
Try as he would, he could not brush her from 
his rnemory. e had never met Fay. Yet 
to be near her, he breaks with his father, and 
enrolls at a small co-educational college in the 
middle-west, where a strong Christian atmos- 
phere prevails. 

In a day when the “flaming youth” type of — 
novel is so conspicuous, Silver Trumpet brings a_wel- 
come note of hope and help. It pictures the true Chris- 


tian faith clearly and convincingly. It should be of 
tremendous influence in molding higher ideals and devel- 








Full novel size 
359 pages 


Beautifully printed 


Cloth binding 
$190 postpaid 


oping a deeper Christian faith. 


Silver Trumpet is gripping, entertaining, and delightfully 
readable. 
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Standard Bible? Read 
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task? We have not much. Perhaps it 
is only weakness. All right, then, weak- 
ness. Bring that—with faith. “My 
grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 
Cor. 12:9). But the weakness must be 
brought to Jesus and laid at his feet. 
Then we, too, will be arches of triumph 
—now, in this life. I have walked be- 
neath that inspiring Arc de Triomphe, 
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fellows, and my heart was stirred as I 
thought of its significance, for what it 
stood, and the sacrifice of faith — faith 
in France and her destiny — which had 
caused it to be built. But say, my heart 
has been far more thrilled when in an 
impulse of faith I have been enabled to 
turn back, by the power of God, some 
subtle temptation of the “arch enemy.” 
GREENSBORO, N. C, 
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scattering the light of Gospel truth to the uttermost parts of the worlds 
This provides a full service of about one hour and thirty minutes. Can be used as 27 earl 
morning service, or to take the Pace of the regular church service on Christmas Day. Ww 
»y this popular author. 
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By 
Mattie B. Shannon 


Price, 30c copy ; $3.00 
dozen, postpaid. 

This is a beautiful Christ- 
mas Pageant based on the 
Bible story of the birth of 
Christ. It tells anew this 
ever impressive story in 
dialogue, song, pantomime 
and tableaux torm. Old 
familiar Christmas hymns 
are interspersed and a giv- 
ing climax adds a real pere 
sonal touch to the pageant. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of November 30) 


1. Blind Bartimeus (cf. Luke 18: 35-43 
and Mark 10: 46-52). 

2. Because Luke, more than any of the 
other biographers of Christ, emphasizes the 
universality of his love, —the Saviour of 
all mankind, all men and all women, regard- 
less of race, sex, class, position, or char- 
acter. 

3- The riches of Zaccheus seem to have 
been wrongly acquired; there is no indica- 
tion of this in the case of the rich young 
ruler. 

4. The young ruler, as evidenced by his 
having kept all the commandments, stands 
in remarkable contrast with Zaccheus, who 
is described as a sinner both by reputation 
and his own confession. 

5. The young ruler declined to give up 
his possessions at the suggestion of the Lord, 
but Zaccheus seems to have offered to do 
so without suggestion, which would indi- 
cate a very different attitude toward the 
lordship of Christ and devotion to him. 

6. The one refused the condition which 
the Lord imposed as an evidence of trust 
in Him who alone could give salvation, 
while the other had the blessing of the 
Lord’s own assurance of salvation. 

7. He hastened down to meet Christ. 

8. Promptness. 

9. It was a solemn covenant. 

10. It only increased the enmity of his 
enemies, who lodged one more complaint 
against him as he went in to lodge with such 
a notorious “sinner.” It was his association 
with such “sinners” that angered the Phari- 
sees most of all; and this publican was a 
sinner in truth, as well as a tax collector 
for the Romans. 

11. The parable immediately following 
(Luke 19: 11-27) begins with the explana- 
tion that “as he heard these things” they 
were saying about him, he answered with a 
parable showing he knew full well how they 
-were preparing to accuse him, the “austere” 
giver of the opportunities they (the Jew- 
ish religious leaders) had “laid up in a 
napkin.” When had they ever used an op- 
portunity to seek a lost sinner? 

12. His plain words that, since they had 
not used their God-given trust, even that 
which was still theirs was to be taken away 
from them, that they were moving on to 
their very destruction. See Luke 19: 26, 27. 

13. “And when he had thus spoken” 
(after that visit to Zaccheus) he went on 
before, going up to Jerusalem as calmly 
and deliberately as if he did not know any- 
thing of the venom and power of his enemies 
which was so soon to culminate in his death 
(see Luke 19: 28). Let us learn to read 
our Bibles in the whole, not in scraps, if 
we “would see Christ” in all his glory! 


What Shall I Read? 
(Continued from page 691) 


is both readable and informing. They in- 
clude such personalities as William Tay- 
lor, John A. Broadus, A. B. Simpson, 
Sam P.- Jones, Edward McKendree 
Bounds, and others of greater or less 
prominence, 


The Secretary’s Handbook: A Man- 
ual of Correct Usage. By ‘Sarah Augusta 
Taintor and Kate M. Monro. (The Mac- 
millan Co., New York City, $3.50.) No 
one can possibly hold in his mind all 
that a busy person needs to know about 
correct usage in the writing of Eng- 
lish. It is troublesome to have to con- 
sult a number of reference works to 
decide a question. Miss Taintor of the 
Departments of English in the Theodore 
Roosevelt High School and Columbia 
University, and Miss Monro of the De- 
partment of English in the Haaren High 
School, New York, have put into 372 
pages in a volume of convenient size a 
very large amount of information that is 
indispensable to secretaries. They have 
drawn their material from their own ex- 
perience, a number of textbooks, and the 
practice of the best writers. Their book 
is divided into two parts: the first con- 
taining rules with illustrations of cor- 
rect form in English; the second consist- 
ing of various types of letters relating 
to business, social, and official usage, as 
well as other forms of business writing 
often required of a secretary. These in- 
clude, among other types, the making of 
resolutions, the writing of minutes, the 
framing of petitions, and the compiling 





of reports. There is a fine index making 
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easily available all the material in the 
book. Some of the chapter- headings are 
as follows: Punctuation, Hyphenation 
and Division of Syllables, Diction, Abbre- 
viation, Letter Writing and Announce- 
ments, The Writing of Minutes, Prepara- 
tion of Manuscripts, and -Sources of 
Information Useful to Secretaries. One 
great advantage of this work is that it 
is up-to-date, as it was first published in 
July, 1929. The size of the volume — five 
by eight inches and three-quarters of an 
inch thick —is remarkably small, consid- 
ering its large content. It is a. work 
that will prove invaluable not only to 
those in business offices, but to writers, 
journalists, and all Christian workers 
whose duties include the writing of min- 
utes, reports, resolutions, petitions, and 
inscriptions, as well as a general corre- 
spondence. 


Christianity in Action. By John Tim- 
othy Stone, D.D. (W. A. Wilde and 
Co., Boston, $1.50.) “There is a request,” 
says Dr. Stone, “to shorten lectures, 
shorten sermons, and shorten: times of 
thoughtfulness and quiet.”- He has met 
this popular demand for brevity with a 
most worthwhile collection of three min- 
ute addresses in the same wholesome spirit 
as his earlier book, “Everyday Religion.” 
The topics are homely, familiar, simple; 
but they are also vital. The writer finds 
in the casual, customary events and scenes 
of everyday life suggestions of eternal 
truth reminiscent of Spurgeon. He opens 
one’s eyes to the hidden significance of 
the -commonplace, and what may have 
been wearisome and dull becomes stimu- 
lating, challenging. “Eternity looks vis- 
ibly through -the Time-Figure.” “The 
horn is the mouthpiece of all the vari- 
ous kinds of drivers. It is the tongue 
of the car. ‘A soft answer turneth away 
wrath,’ the good book tells us. This is 
true with this mouthpiece of an auto- 
mobile as well as with the human voice. 
Life after all is a highway, and voices 
have much to do with happiness and mu- 
tual esteem.” ... “Listless mind-wander- 
ing and shiftless living go together... . 
A mud turtle loves to bask in the sun 
on any old log or rock, but a beaver 
uses his spare time aright, and enjoys the 
sun as well, Who wants to be a mud 
turtle?” A warm heart, a keen observer 
of life, a friend in time of need speaks 
through these miniature sermons. 


A Scandinavian Summer. By Harry 
A. Franck. (The Century Co., New York, 
$4.) Into the five north lands, reminis- 
cent of Hamlet, Jennie Lind, Hans 
Christian Andersen, and the ancestral 
home of Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh, 
the author takes his readers on another 
of his leisurely journeyings. The charm 
of the book lies in the complete and 
colorful word-pictures of customs and 
traditions. The vivid descriptions of 
cities and countrysides are told with buoy- 
ancy, penetrating clearness, and refresh- 
ing humor. Packed in its pages is a 
fund of information presented with sym- 
pathetic understanding and a fine sense 
of discriminating values. Through the 
writer’s love for fellow beings and genius 
for friendship, we are introduced to men, 
women, and children by many an enter- 
taining and amusing anecdote. We catch 
the spirit of the Scandinavian people in 
their national, industrial, and home life. 
Reproductions of the author’s many 
photographs add interest. For those 
planning their next trip through the 
fjords this volume will prepare the way 
for greater travel enjoyment. For the 
hearth-side vagabond it holds real ad- 
venture. 


How Came Our Constitution? By 
Mary Clark Barnes. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $1.) “The Constitu- 
tion was not made by a king to enforce 
his will over the people. It was made 
by the people for the government of 
themselves, by themselves. Because the 
Constitution is our friend,” writes the 
author, “we need to be well acquainted 
with it.” A study of this book will pro- 
duce a better understanding and greater 
appreciation of the meaning and origin 
of our Constitution. The amendments 
to the Constitution are shown to be the 





result of an unselfish desire on the part 
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Lesson for December 7 








A NEW PUBLICATION 


A Christian 
Young People’s 
Service Quarterly 


following Christian Endeavor Top- 

ics for Seniors and Juniors; also 

Original Topics by Dr. R. E. 
Neighbour. 


16 cents per copy 


Address : 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 Cleveland, Ohio 


























In ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times. 


ANNI 










This metchless 
collection of Gos- 
hymns and 
vangelisticsongs 
fires reluctant 
with 
Sor Christ. 


uEse hymns and songs are written out 
of deep personal experience. They express 
the flaming zeal of those who have oun the 
Save, San een to Ls a The 
works of all the t writers 0 ymns 
adorn this book. It is Tne 
strong in Faith, rich in Worship. 
The Song Book 
of the Nation 


Churches in cities, towns and hamlets through- 
out America and the world have found the 
words and music in this book adequate to 
every urgency of Church services, Sunday 
School, Evangelistic Meetings, Missionary 
Gatherings, mferences, Young People’s 
Rallies and Radio Programs. The especially 
stro Responsive Readings, Bible Prayers 
and Worship Section is inspiring, helpful and 
universally approved. 


Well Made for Long Service 
Contains. 352 musical numbers clearly 
printed on good paper and attractively bound 
in beautiful dark green silk cloth with title 

old embossed, red edges: $55.00 per hun- 

ed; 70c per copy, not prepaid. Also in du- 

rable green paper covers: $35.00 per hundred, 
not prepai 

Orchestrated (11 instruments in 8 books); 
single copy $2.25; complete set 8 books $16.00 

Mail the coupon today for returnable sample copy. 
Deal direct for prompt shipments. 


Tabernacle Publishing Co. 
352 N. Waller Ave. Chicago, Il. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 

352N. Waller Ave., Chicago, II. 

Ae my church is in the market for song books, will 
you please send me a returnable sample copy of 
“Tabernacle Hymns Number Three”. 
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of the people to promote the general 
welfare. The Eighteenth Amendment is 
discussed from the Christian viewpoint, 
as are all the amendments, and the causes 
leading to its adoption are clearly set 
forth. The book contains eleven chap- 
ters, and at the end of each one is a set 
of questions covering the subject matter 
discussed in the chapter. The appendix 
consists of the entire Constitution with its 
amendments, Other valuable materials in- 
' cluded in the book are Lincoln’s “Gettys- 
_ burg Address,” “The-American’s Creed,” 
by Willijm Tyler Page, and the ancient 
Athenian citizenship pledge. It will be 
useful as a textbook or reference book 
in public schools, Americanization schools, 
“Y,” and Boy and Girl Scout discussion 
groups, and, in fact, wherever it is de- 
sired to instill and nourish respect for 
our priceless heritage, the Constitution 
of the United States of America. 


Illustrations from Art. By William E. 
Biederwolf. (Richard R. Smith, Inc., New 
York, $1.50.) In painting, music, and 
sculpture are to be found many spiritual 
lessons. The origin and influence of great 
musical compositions, great pictures, and 
incidents in the lives of great artists 
furnish inspiring stories for the use of 
those who speak and write on religious 
subjects. Dr. Biederwolf has had many 
years of experience in preaching and 
evangelistic work and knows well how 
effective a good story is in driving home 
a spiritual truth. In this volume he has 
given a*hundred and one such stories 
which he uses to illustrate over two 
hundred and fifty subjects. The book is 
indexed by subjects and also by Scrip- 
ture references, thus making the contents 
. quickly available to the busy Christian 
worker. Some of the subjects are: Af- 
fliction, Atonement, Spiritual Blindness, 
Attractiveness of Christ, Need of Christ, 
Consecration, Death, Discouragement, 
Resisting the Devil, Filling of the Holy 
Spirit, Judgment, Overcoming the World, 
Redemption, and Repentance. Every one 
of these illustrations is a little sermon in 
itself, and the book will prove a valuable 
addition to any Christian worker’s li- 
brary. 


The House of Friendship. By Albert 
H. Gage. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.25.) The First Baptist Church 
of Wakefield, Mass., of which the author 
is the pastor, developed and carried out a 
program in which Christian friendship 
was the dominant theme. It is a church 
where everybody loves and honors the 
old, and the old people are made to feel 
that their ripe Christian experience and 
prayer life are of inestimable value; a 
church where the men feel keenly the 
duty and privilege of doing personal work, 
a definite responsibility toward the boys 
and young men of the community, and 
a vital interest in missions; a church 
where the women organize for Christian 
hospitality, accept the responsibility for 
the training of children and girls, and 
seriously take upon themselves that big- 
gest and best task,— Christian home- 
making; a church where children are 
welcomed and treated as the Lord Jesus 
himself would be treated because the 
older folks believe his words when he 
said, “Whoso shall receive one such 
little child in my name receiveth me”; 
a church where young people are first 
brought to a personal acceptance of Christ 
as their Saviour, surrounded by Christian 
example and teaching, given many oppor- 
tunities to do something for their Lord 
in helping others, and faced with the chal- 
lenge of a life of full time Christian serv- 
ice. Such is “The House of Friend- 
ship.” The author believes that Chris- 
tian love will solve every problem of 
the church and of life, and that “friend- 
ship is love in action.” The book is so 
eloquently written that the reader can- 
not but be stirred to arouse his own 
church to adopt a similar program and 
to be himself, as never before, “a 
friendly Christian,” that others may be 
attracted and won to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


Stewardship of Sorrow. By Douglass 
Scarborough McDaniel. (Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
Nashville, Tenn., 75 cents.) Sorrow is 





an experience common to all, and to the 
Christian it affords an opportunity to 
show the world that faith in a loving 
heavenly Father sustains even in great 
trouble or grief. When sorrow is re- 
garded as a stewardship, the sorrowing 
one uses his experience to make lighter 
the burdens of others. This attractive 
book contains a message that will console 
and strengthen all who suffer and sor- 
row and help them to realize that sorrow 
is indeed a trust. The ten chapters deal 
beautifully with different kinds of sor- 
row, not only physical suffering and be- 
reavement, but also sorrow brought on 
by public and shameful sin in the lives 
of loved ones and the suffering many are 
called upon to bear for Christ’s sake, and 
it gives consolation for all. The author 
knows whereof she writes, for she her- 
self has experienced years of invalidism 
and great bereavement. The simple and 
sympathetic message of the book is just 
the one for yourself or the friend to 
whom you would like to minister at such 
a time. 


The Charm of Trees. By Thomas F. 
Davies. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.50.) Surely every lover of 
nature has felt the charm of. distinctive 
personality in the various kinds of trees. 
Bishop Davies has noted in a pleasing 
and whimsical manner the differing tem- 
peraments of twenty common varieties of 
trees and has found in each the type of 
corresponding human tendencies. The lit- 
tle volume is decidedly restful and recrea- 
tional. The true lover of nature will 
readily agree that “sometimes it is good 
to turn from the world of men, stimulat- 
ing, vibrant with interest, as it is, and 
go to the trees. In their strong, calm 
presences one may forget all human dis- 
quiets, and breathe in great breaths of 
freshness, strength, and peace.” There is 
as vast a difference in the way the vari- 
ous trees weather the blasts as there is 
in the response of different human hearts 
to adversity. The elms seem fragil and 
yielding. They writhe and toss in the 
storm, bowed almost to the ground. The 
agitation of the oak is more like that 
of experienced old age. The trunk and 
limbs scarcely stir, but the leaves tremble 
like aged hands. The hemlock, on the 
other hand, almost undisturbed, only 
sways in graceful rhythm with the wind, 
as does the deeply consecrated soul amid 
the storms of circumstance. One feels 
better acquainted with both men and trees 
after a delightful hour or so with Bishop 
Davies’ lovely little book. 


The Pine Ridge Feud. By Harriet 
emg» Evans. (Concordia Publishing 

ouse, St. Louis, $1.) The feud between 
the Hamiltons and the Higgins had run 
on year after year, taking its toll of the 
stalwart mountain men and leaving the 
women old before their time, — broken- 
hearted. A Hamilton had been last to 
fall, and Steve his brother had vowed 
to get a Higgins. Into this tense situa- 
tion came pretty Margaret Burr, the new 
school teacher. They did not know that 
this girl from a home of wealth and cul- 
ture was little “Mag Higgins” of earlier 
days, coming back to try. to save her 
own people from the twin evils of feuds 
and moonshine. Her faith and courage 
and determination won both factions to 
herself, but that was all. She was at 
times obliged to confess the truth of 
Granny’s muttered ejaculation, “Eddica- 
tion hain’t a-goin’ ter do hit.” Her foster 
father is appealed to, and brings to Pine 
Ridge a message of God and his love 
which finally conquers. With all its 
tragic background, the story is beautiful 
in its glorious mountain setting, its fine, 
wholesome characters, its ring of devo- 
tion and loyalty. There is mystery and 
a charming romance interwoven. A tale 
full of deepest human feeling, but utterly 
true in its spiritual note, it will find 
ready acceptance with all Christian 
readers. 


Character Building. For Junior-High- 
School Grades. By Elvin H. Fish- 
back. (D. C. Heath and Co., New York, 
$1.) A growing demand for definite 
training in the essentials of good citi- 
zenship, evidenced by the fact that a 





number of state legislatures have passed 
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NEW HARPER BOOKS 





RADIANT 
RELIGION 


By A. Z. CONRAD 


Minister of the Park Street Church 
Boston, 


The famous Boston preacher, a 
leader of conservative thought, in 
this book discusses such problems 
as Infidelity to the Christian Faith, 
The Christian Assurance of Immor- 
tality, How to Meet Temptation, The 
Adventure of Christ, and other topics 
of vital and timely interest to lay- 
man and minister alike. Dr. Con- 
rad touches on all aspects of the 
** radiant,’ life with clear insight and 
with characteristic vigor and thor- 
oughness. $1.50 


SINDIGA 
THE SAVAGE 


By ERIC A. BEAVON 


The first East African romance 
to be written in which the charac- 
ters are natives. A story showing 
the daily life, work and play, love 
and war, marrying and giving in 
marriage, and above all the influ- 
ence of the Christian Missions. 
$2.00 


THE 
VIRGIN BIRTH 
OF CHRIST 


By J. GRESHAM MACHEN 


** As an exhaustive statement of the 
historical evidence supporting belief 
in the Virgin birth this book fills 
an important § place.’? — Religious 
Book Club Bulletin. 

Royal octavo, $5.00 





HARPER & BROTHERS 


Publishers New York 




















“Everyone who enjoyed 
Unner Wuose Wines will 


welcome this new book 
by the same author. Although 
it is a story of an entirely differ- 
ent type, it breathes the same 
sweet Christian atmesphere. 


FOR READING ALOUD 


‘*Here is just the book for reading aloud 
in the family circle at evening. ... Other 
lives are transformed as a result of David 
and Barbara's turning defeat into victory. 
«.. The book may be especially recom- 
mended to Christian workers who are 
tempted to become discouraged. 
‘As the story unfolds one is not only 
happily surprised, but strengthened in 
the Christian faith.’’—THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES, 


EYES mz DARK 


By ZENOBIA BIRD $1.50 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
NEW YORK, 158 Fifth Avenue. CHICAGO, 851 Cass Street 
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laws requiring character training in the 
public schools, furnishes the occasion for 
this volume. It is designed particularly 
for use in home room groups as a stim- 
ulus to the consideration and discussion 
of character traits and character develop- 
ment. If the book had nothing else to 
recommend it but the inspiring literary 
selections it presents by way of illus- 
tration it would still be useful, worthy 
the consideration of any junior-high- 
school instructor, Every chapter, how- 
ever, beside a suggestive initial paragraph 
and several illustrative selections from 
standard authors, contains several lists 
of good questions for discussion. Not 
only public school teachers, but teachers 
in the Sunday-school as well, may find 
in it much valuable suggestion for the 
practical application of truths pertaining 
to morals and conduct. 





THE 


The Gold Under the Grass. By Basil 
W. Miller. (Cokesbury Press, Nashville, 
Tenn., $1.) “Under the grass of your 
mind there is gold. Under the grass of 
the emotions there is gold. Under the 
grass of your determination, your plod- 
ding on, your effort in the struggle, 
there is gold. The gold that all men 
have discovered lies near the surface 
of their own abilities and capacities.” Dr. 
Miller, in a series of some thirty beau- 
tiful three-minute essays, has here of- 
fered many rich and fertile suggestions 
as to how one may turn over the sod 
and unearth this treasure that lies, not 
so deep, only hidden from casual observa- 
tion. He has summoned a most surpris- 
ing array of illustrations from the lives 
of men and women in nearly every walk 
in life, geniuses of discovery and inven- 





tion, artists, poets, fighting men, politi- 
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A beautiful view 
of Blanchard Hall 
and the lower 
campus througha 
vista of summer 
trees, with thenew 
East Win em Kd 
foregrou' 

ton’s pebebe 3 
proper comprises 
thirteen acres, in 
addition to much 
adjacent property, 


“Buy the Truth pr Sell It Not” 


(An Enduring I 





t in Orthodoxy) Proverbs 23: 23 





\ N HEATON College has 

always been definitely com- 
mitted to the proclamation and 
propagation of the truth which is in 
Christ Jesus. Its fundamental doc- 
trinal platform is the work of our 
late and beloved President Charles 
A. Blanchard, D. D., and other 
Christian leaders. 


Wheaton is strong scholastic- 
ally. It is accredited a.‘‘Class A” 
college by the University of Illinois, 
and is fully accredited by various 
college accrediting associations and 
state Departments of Education. 


While a.group of 21 Illinois 


colleges including Wheaton, last 


A gift to Wheaton College is 

erefore an enduring investment in 

orthodoxy—one which, when you are 
one, will still continue to yield 
argely. 


Wheaton College offers a very 

attractive life annuity contract, 
paying as high as 10% and making 
you a present and future partner in 
its business of Christiar. education. 
Weshall gladly mail you our descrip- 
tive booklet—use the coupon today. 











herewith telle 
te detail how you may invest in Wheaton College 
through 2 life anauity contract — write for it. 





year averaged a gain of but half-a- 
student per college; Wheaton gained 
111 students and turned many away. 


In other words, the standards 
of Wheaton both educational and 





spiritual, are high. Its administra- 
tion is capable and successful; and 
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it is being marvelously used of God. 
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For further information as to Wheaton and its needs, address 
the office of the Vice President. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


cal leaders, Christian heroes of pulpit 
and pew, who have battled against odds 
and won, and so left to the world a chal- 
lenge to follow in their steps. The very 
number of the author’s illustrations is in 
itself a challenge: 


The Sermon on the Mount. By Clovis 
G. Chappell, D.D. (Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn., $1.75.) Almost the 
first Scripture verses we memorized were 
the Beatitudes. Is there anything new 
in them? Dr. Chappell has proved him- 
self indeed a “scribe instructed unto the 
kingdom of Heaven,” for he has brought 
forth from this rich treasure store “things 
new and old.” ‘There is in his messages 
the freshness of the keen, contemplative 
mind that finds in eternal truth always 
something stimulating and different, and 
the sweet stability of assured conviction 
that the Bible is th€ very Word of God, 
final and inerrant. There are eight ser- 
mons on the Beatitudes and nine others 
on some outstanding statements of the 
Sermon on the Mount. All are delight- 
ful. The chapter on “Salt” is in itself 
just what the author declares the Chris- 
tian to be, positive and piquant. You 
will remember it. “Salt is preventive of 
decay. Sodom was quite a busy thriving 
city. Buying and selling and boasting and 
rotting, all at the same time. Had one 
gone to the Chamber of Commerce and 
suggested that they induce a few men 
like Abraham to move in he would doubt- 
less have been laughed at for his pains. 
But that was the pressing need of the 
city. Ten good men could have so salted 
the city as to have saved it. These were 
not to be found. Destruction was inevi- 
table.” 


Stories to Tell and How to Tell Them. 
By Elizabeth Clark. (David McKay Co., 
Philadelphia, $1.25.) Stories with end- 
ings that are “comfortable” (a word used 
by the author in her comments on nearly 
all the stories in the book) are certainly 
the kind to tell children between six and 
ten years of age. As the title suggests, 
this is a book for teachers and leaders of 
children’s groups, and not for the chil- 
dren themselves. It contains an intro- 
duction which makes clear even to the 
inexperienced how to prepare and tell 
stories to children “with freedom and de- 
light,” and thirteen stories, each accom- 
panied by helpful and simple suggestions 
for effective telling. The stories are of 
varied types; some, serious but happy, 
based on actual happenings or legends; 
some of the fairy story and the fable 
type; and some “just for fun,” full of 
laughter and chuckles ; — but all “kindly 
and comfortable.” All whose duty and 
high privilege it is to tell stories to 
children will love the tales in this book 
and so, of course, the children to whom 
they are told will love them, too. 


First Steps in Religious Education. 
By Frances M’Kinnon Morton. (Cokes- 
bury Press, Nashville, Tenn., $1.25.) To 
implant the correct elementary knowledge 
of God in the mind of the little child 
is the privilege almost exclusively of the 
mother. Mrs. Morton writes with a 
deep conviction of the paramount im- 
portance of the character training that 
is done by the mother during the first 
three or four years of the child’s life. 
It will well repay any mother to sit 
down and carefully read this book of 
eight chapters written largely from the 
author’s own experience as a mother and 
an educator. While dealing with health 
habits, play activities, the development 
of moral quality, the book is specially 
intended to help the busy mother in the 
home with the spiritual life of the child, 
teaching it in regard to prayer, worship, 
and understanding God as Creator and 
Father. The writer believes that the 
concept of God that the child gets from 
his mother should never have to be mate- 
rially altered, so that it is with fear and 
trembling that mothers should approach 
this sacred duty, avoiding the temptation 
to be amused at the little children’s quaint 
attempt to search after the knowledge of 
God. Mrs. Morton: rightly emphasizes 
the Scriptural truth that the hearts of 
little children are open to receive the 
knowledge of God. But this does not 
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There is no suggestion here of teaching 
children concerning sin, the Saviour, and 
the way of salvation. It is to be regret- 
ted that a book full of such valuable 
counsel for the mother should not strike 
a clear positive note on the need of re- 
generation and the relation of this to the 
right training of the little one. 


The Ever Open Door. By George 
H. Morrison, M.A. (Richard R. Smith, 
Inc, New York, $2.) Many character- 
istics, both of the human and of the di- 
vine nature of the Lord Jesus, Christ, 
are set forth. The late Dr. Morrison, 
in his last book, discusses the thoughtful- 
ness of our Lord, his joy, gentleness, 
forgiveness, love, and the like. He also 
shows the sinner’s need of a Saviour 
and explains how that need is met in 
a chapter on “Forgiveness and_ the 
Cross.” The Christian’s source of bless- 
ing and his many advantages are shown 
in these splendid devotional talks, of 
which there are sixty-two. Some of the 
subjects are “The Surprises of God,” 
“The Duty at the Door,” -“It Is Fin- 
ished,” ‘‘The Cross and Sin,” “On Serv- 
ice in Heaven,” and many others. The 
author’s wide range of thought gives the 
reader much suggestive material. How- 
ever, it is to be regretted that in the 
midst of such splendid material there 
are, in places, some teachings that are 
not in accordance with Scripture. For 
example, on page 171 the writer says 
Christ “wore a crown of thorns as we 
all do.” Again, the impression is left 
that he believed that God is the Father 
of all mankind, and that in each person 
“is the spark of the divine” (page 238). 


The Trial and Death of Jesus Christ. 
By James Stalker. (Richard R. Smith, 
Inc., New York City, $1.) First pub- 
lished in 1894, this famous “devotional 
history of our Lord’s passion” (as the 
sub-title reads) at once took its place as 
one of the greatest books in the English 
world on this inexhaustible and most 
important subject, a place it has never 
lost. In addition to chapters on the be- 
trayal, arrest, and trials of Christ, on 
the words of the cross, and on such 
characters as Herod, Pilate, and Judas, 
such subjects are considered as “The 
Crown of Thorns,” “Via Dolorosa,” 
“The Daughters of Jerusalem,” and “The 
Dead Christ.” Distinctly expository, 
deeply devotional, brilliantly suggestive 
yet always restrained, Dr. Stalker’s 
pages re-create for the devout student 
the entire history of those two tragic 
and momentous days, as few books have 
ever been able to. It is an invaluable 
book for the Sunday-school teacher, 
whose lessons every year will touch one 
or more of the subjects so masterfully 
discussed. And no minister of Christ 
can afford not to have this in his library, 
and much of it permanently in-his heart 
and mind. 


The Deenie Men. By Jo McMahon. 
(E. P. Dutton and Co., Inc., New York, 
$2.) Fwitt, the humming bird, made 
Totem, the bullfrog, very happy when 
she accepted his invitation to go walking 
with him. The children will enjoy hear- 
ing how this came about: It is just one 





mean that they do not need salvation. 


of the many delightful. stories by this 
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author. The Deenie Men are of the fairy 
family, and each one brings real joy to 
some boy or girl. The King of the Deenie 
Men, the giantess and the dragon, Seven, 
Tagh, and Shinny, Etsie, and other 
Deenie Men are here. Each story is 


“that sense of something about to hap- 
pen” that arouses the reader’s interest 
and leads him on to discover what that 
“something” is. Old and young alike 
will find entertainment in the author’s 
Irish humor, which permeates the book. 


The Bluebirds and Their Neighbors. 
By Neil Wayne Northey. (Pacific Press, 
Publishing Association, Mountain View, 
Cal., $1.25.) One of the sweetest sounds 
of the spring to the nature lover is the 
gentle carol of the bluebird, so soft at 
first that the listener is scarcely aware 
of it. It is the prelude to that beautiful 
chorus of bird song that lasts through 
the migration and nesting season, and a 
herald of the host of summer visitors 
winging their way from the South. With 
a picturesque Western homestead in the 
open country as a background, and the 
adventures of a blue bird family from 
March to November making a connected 
story, Mr. Northey gives many interest- 
ing pictures of wild life. The bird neigh- 
bors of the bluebird vary all the way 
from Jenny Wren to Aquila the Golden 
Eagle, and the animals range from 
Whiskers the Mouse to Cervus the Elk. 
All of the smaller animals and birds must 
be constantly on the lookout for enemies, 
and several narrow escapes play a part 
in the story. The descriptive proper 
names of the wild creatures will be at- 
tractive to children. Mr. Northey’s in- 
troduction is decidedly unusual and will 
be welcome to Christian parents, for with 
Scriptural references he explains that 
God first created all of the wild creatures, 
that sin destroyed much of the peace and 
order and beauty of the world as 
meant it to be, but that He will one day 
restore the creation to its original happy 
state. The chapters are short and would 
make appropriate bedtime stories for the 
children, as one chapter may easily be 
read aloud in ten or fifteen minutes. They 
are full of striking little incidents that 
are true to life and they contain a wealth 
of nature lore. 


Playing the Game. Edited by Sarah 
McLean Mullen and Muriel Simpson 
Lanz. (The. Century Co., New York, 
$1.50.) What is your favorite sport? Is 
it baseball, football, tennis, hockey, swim- 
ming, or sailing? No matter which one 
of these it is, you will find a corking 
good story about ‘it in “Playing the 
Game,” which is really a compilation of 
some of the best stories that have ap- 
peared in the St. Nicholas magazine. 
There are breath-taking deeds of courage 
and thrilling incidents from school sports, 
—and swift, red-blooded action in every 
tale. In addition, the editors have in- 
troduced and closed each story with a 
set of discussion questions. ‘These per- 
mit the stories to be used in high school 
reading courses of study, and help to 
bring out the principles of good sports- 
manship and character development. 
There are twenty stories in all, and, 
aside from: their classroom value, they 
form a fine collection of just the kind of 
stories that boys and girls of the early 
high school age will enjoy. 


The Book of Gliders. By Edwin W. 
Teale.(E. P. Dutton and Co., New York 
City, $2.50.' A glider is a motorless 
airplane. Less expensive, safer and more 
thrilling than flying with motors is the 
real “sky sailing” of the noiseless gliders. 
To the average person unacquainted with 
their possibilities, their accomplishments 
would seem to approach the marvelous. 
An American pilot made a _ continuous 
flight of more than fifteen hours. A 
German sailed along ninety-three miles in 
a straight course. The same man reached 
an altitude of more than seven thousand 
feet. Another covered a distance in one 
flight of more than two hundred and 
eighty-three miles and remained aloft 
with a passenger more than nine hours. 
These flights were unassisted except at 
the time of launching. Many will re- 
member also the coast to coast flight 





made in March of this year by the well- 


known aviator, Frank M. Hawks. More 
recently he established a speed record, 
flying across the —continent in slightly 
more than twelve hours in a motored 
machine, but on the earlier occasion he 
pursued a more leisurely journey in an 
air train consisting of his glider towed 
by a regular racing plane. His journey 
wasn't so leisurely at that, — some seven 
hundred and ten miles being covered in 
one day, with a maximum altitude of 


701 


more than ten thousand feet. The author 
of the present volume is a member of the 
editorial staff of Popular Science 
Monthly, and his book amounts virtually 
to a complete manual, giving a fascinat- 
ing picture of the history of gliders with 
full details as to their construction and 
| Operation. Twenty-three full-page illus- 
trations and numerous charts and dia- 
grams further serve to illuminate the 
subject. ; 
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“Eyes in the Dark” 
A review by a missionary in Japan 


UPPOSE you are a young man with 

a clear conception of God's present 
plan for you, but permission to carry 
out this plan is sternly withheld by an 
unreasonable parent. What course will 
be best to pursue? Or suppose you are 
a sincere Christian girl and two of the 
people you love most are continually at 
swords’ points with each other. How 
can you.help to bring about that home 
harmony which is so necessary and de- 
sirable? Perhaps you are a young mother 
whose great heart-ionging is to fortify 
your children with such knowledge of 
God and his Book as shall enable them 
to resist the lure of this evil age. How 
can such desires be crystallized into per- 
sistent and everyday action? Or maybe 
you are only a quiet, commonplace Chris- 
tian, living in a community where there 
is no Sunday-school, and there is a feel- 
ing —a pricking of the heart —that Es- 
ther may have come to her kingdom “for 
such a time as this.” But where is the 
golden scepter of knowledge as to method 
and procedure? 

These burning questions, and many 
others, are well answered in a new book 
by Zenobia Bird, whose pen delights in 
writing every page of her stories as 
though under His very Eyes, — Eyes 
that see alike the dark and the light 
of our lives. 

David and Barbara Hillman are as 
dear and fine as any young people could 
be. Add to their rather responsible home 
life the piquancy of that irrepressible kid 
brother, Bert, who sees more and feels 
harder than any other young person in 
the neighborhood, and the resultant sit- 
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uations are as refreshing as they are un- 
usual, 

To explore an apparently bottomless 
sink-hole, and to crawl through its nar- 
row aperture into an immense cave, only 
to see just ahead the gleaming two eyes 
of some wild animal, — what could give 
real boys — “regular fellers’ —a greater 
thrill? But even rainy days leave no 
tell-tale tracks of the strange beast, hence 
there must be another entrance to the 
cave. Hills and rocks are scoured to find 
it, but in vain. 

At length Bert has one of his midnight 
inspirations, — that the entrance must be 
beneath a certain old house of unsavory 
reputation. A few days later and the 
opportunity comes for a real adventure. 
Under the filthy bed, there is—vyes, a 
dim outline of a trap-door. Down into 
the cellar they go, and into the cave 
beyond, and there something is discovered 
that would have made Captain Kidd mad 
with delight! 

And oh, the little good-seed Sunday- 
school, How it does grow, and with 
what loving pride David and Barbara 
watch and work and tend each week's 
further planting and cultivation! While 
all the time their own heart-gardens are 
growing by leaps and bounds as they hear 
and heed the gentle Voice within. Espe- 
cially are they guided in times of emer- 
gency, as when that imp, Larkie Wiggs, 
introduces a snake into the Sunday-school, 
and when later it is learned that some- 
thing more than a brief Sunday hour 
is needed for the spiritual life of the 
community. 

There are two prodigals in the picture, 
one, George Hillman, a selfish, embittered 
“highbrow”; the other, Joe Deane, a 
drifting derelict of prison and slum. Joe 
comes back first to his Father’s House 


as a combined result of mother-praying, 
city mission talks, and faithful follow-up 
work, —comes back to broadcast such 
a humble, sincere, yet glad, bubbling tes- 
timony that greatly to his surprise a 
genuine revival is precipitated in its wake. 

David and Barbara have prayed much 
for the other prodigal, and, on the tide 
of this new glory, faith leaps to grasp 
the promises and the “difficult” parent re- 
turns to his home, a star-eyed, loving- 
voiced, arm-reaching father and Chris- 
tian. 

It is a splendidly worth-while story, so 
simple and full of action that the young- 
est mischief-maker will be held by it; yet 
so potent with ways and means of serv- 
ice and with rich devotion to the Lord 
Jesus and his Word that the ripest saint 
cannot but rest in the warm comfort of 
its pages. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.50.) 





Children at Home 














“Those Wounded Hands” 


Founded on Fact 
By A. O. Stott 


IO, Jio, get up, thou lazy one. Thy 

brother Pallam is ready to start and 

thou canst go along his roads today. 
It is time thou wert learning to make 
some pice” (Indian copper coins). 

The speaker —a tired, hopeless-looking 
woman, old and worn for her years — 
shook her small daughter none too gen- 
tly as she lay wrapped up in a dirty rag- 
ged quilt. 

“Where am I going, Amma? Shall I 
have a broom to sweep like Pallam?” 

“No! No! child, thou must collect the 
dust and rubbish in a basket after him, 
and just see that thou dost work so well 
that a job may come along for thee, too.” 

Away went Jio after she had eaten a 
hard sort of water-and-flour pancake for 
her breakfast. She was quite excited 
and pleased to be going out with her 
elder brother, and the street where he 
was employed as sweeper gave her much 
interest as she peeped into the houses and 
courtyards beyond. One day to her ‘sur- 
prise she saw through a hali-opened door 


a large white-walled room, which looked } 


to her quite dazzling in its wonderful 
snowy cleanliness. 

group of children were seated on 
the matted floor and in the center was 
a foreign Miss-Sahib, whose face matched 
the walls of the room! She was pointing 
to a large colored picture hung on the 
wall, and all the boys and girls were gaz- 
ing at it as she talked to them. 

Jio liked that picture, which was of 
a very kind looking Shepherd, who held 
in his arms a tiny lamb. How tenderly 
he clasped it and what a beautiful face 
he had, as he looked down at it so lov- 
ingly. She stood and listened eagerly, 
for the words the Miss-Sahib was saying 
seemed to be too good to be true. She 
told the children that the kind Shepherd 
was the Friend of every one, especially 
of boys and girls; and then catching sight 
of Jio and her basket, the teacher said 
that even poor outcast sweepers both 
young and old, who are despised and per- 
secuted by all the proud “superior” In- 
dian people, were very dear to him. 

Jio ran home that day full of the mar- 
velous message she had heard. All her 
mind was now set upon learning more 
of this Good Shepherd-Friend. To her 
grief and disappointment her mother was 
not willing for her to learn, for her 
father was a Mohammedan and a very 
hard and cruel man. He often beat them 
if they did not bring home enough money 
to please him, for her mother, too, went 
out sweeping the streets all day long. 

It is doubtful if Jio would ever have 
heard much more of the “Happy-News,” 
only Pallam met a friend who told him 
the Doctor-Sahib at the Mission Hos- 
pital required a little sweeper-girl for 
the Women’s Garden. 

The boy had been a patient there and 
when he met Pallam, with whom he used 
to work, he said that perhaps his little 
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sister Jio might get the job. The little 
girl was overjoyed at the thought of 
working there, and as the foreigners were 
known to pay more than the Indian em- 
ployers, it was likely father would consent. 

Apparently money was more to him 
than even his religion, so Jio was allowed 
to go and ask, and to her delight she was 
engaged to sweep over on the women’s 
compound, It was a much pleasanter 
job than working in the streets, though 
she missed her brother and all the in- 
teresting and exciting life of the coming 
and going of people and vehicles: 

But it was a great joy to Jio to be 
taught about the Good Shepherd, and 
to learn how very much he loved even 
a little sweeper girl like herself. 

Some months later, Jio had the great 

grief of losing her mother, to whom she 
had often talked about Yia-su-ji, but, she 
was comforted because her poor sad face 
had looked quite happy and peaceful be- 
fore she passed away. 
* “T am sure she went to be with Yia- 
su-ji, the Good Shepherd,” said Jio to 
the hospital matron, a kind motherly per- 
son who had taken the poor little girl 
under her wing. 

“I did pray so hard all the time, and 
I heard her whisper his name with such 
a look of joy at the last.” 

After her mother’s death Jio found her 
home life very difficult and she was 
always incurring her father’s displeas- 
ure. He had never liked the child, and 
he was vexed at losing the earnings of 
his wife to waste upon his evil ways. 

One evening he happened to come 
home earlier than usual, though it was 
long past the hour of sunset “rice.” 

Jio was reading her Testament by the 
light of a thin paper bag in which she 
kept a number of glow worms! _ Her 
father stole in softly, for he had reason 
to be afraid of being seen by the neigh- 
bors, and so came upon Jio unawares. 

His anger blazed out when he saw her 
reading her precious Book, and he struck 
her a savage blow which stunned her for 
a few moments. Before she recovered, 
he had carried her into the inner room 
and put her lying down under the charpoy 
(Indian string couch). 

“Thou dost believe and worship a 
cross,” he said. “Well, I shall test thy 
love for Him who was crucified upon 
it,” and stretching out her hands, he put 
the bed posts on the outstretched palms, 

Poor little Jio! The pain was terrible 
when her father flung himself on the 
charpoy and she felt his crushing weight. 
Happily for her he fell asleep immediately 
and rolled over to one side, so she was 
able to release one hand, and surely in 
answer to her cry, God delivered her, for 
again her father turned in his sleep and 
her other poor hand was free! 

Next morning with a very weary face 
she set off to the hospital and began 
her usual work! It was when she was 
carrying a water can over her arm, and 
spilling half the contents, that her matron 
noticed her, and spoke to her sharpiy. 

“See! Jio, thou art making more work 
for thyself. Carry the can properly by 
the handle. Why, Jio, what is the mat- 
ter? Let me see thy hands.” 

When the matron saw them all bruised 
and swollen she made an exclamation of 
horrified distress. The whole story was 
soon told, and~Jio became a patient in 
the hospital instead of sweeping round 
the compound. 

Her hands were very painful, as un- 
fortunately she got blood-poisoning, which 
meant many weary weeks of suffering, 
but Jio bore it all patiently and even 
with a smile! 

“IT am greatly honored,” she said to 
the matron, “for was not Yia-su-ji 
wounded for me? His hands were bruised 
and pierced for my sins. I am glad I 
was able to bear something for his sake, 
though it is truly a small thing.” 

Shortly after, Jio’s father was killed in 
a motor accident, so she is learning to 
be a nurse in the hospital, and proving 
herself to be very clever and successful 
at her work. 

Truly her hands “move at the impulse 
of God’s love,” as she seeks to heal and 
help all her patients and lead them to 
love and trust the Good Shepherd-Friend. 

WortTHING, Sussex, ENG. 
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Come down to Chalfonte-Haddon 
Hall fer your Thanksgiving din- 
ner. Here is festivity without con- 
fusion, a bountiful joyous meal 
without the exhausting demands 
of preparation. Instead ... there 
is the beautiful and invigorating 


sea. Golf. Squash. A ride on 
the beach. A snooze in the sun. 
Relaxation in the friendly com- 
fort and luxury of Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall. 

Fall and winter rates now in 
effect. Write for information 
and literature. A Motoramp ga- 
rage adjoins the hotel for your 
convenience. 


American and European Plans 
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Dec. 14. How to Make Others Happy. 
4:31, 32; 5:1, 2. 

Dec. 21. Joy to the World. Luke 2: 13, 14; 
Eph. 5:19, 20. (A music meeting.) 

Things This Year Has Taught Us. 

. SFa6 


Eph. 


Sunday, December 7 


The Best Christmas Gifts 
(2 Cor. 8: 1-5) (Consecration 
meeting) 





Mon.—Love (1 Cor. 13 : 1-13). 
Tues.—Light (Eph. 1 : 15-23). 
Wed.—Friendship (1 Sam, 18: 1-4). 
Thurs.—Christ (2 Cor. 9: 15). 
Fri—The church (Psa. 42: 1-5). 
Sat.—New courage (Heb, 12:1, 2). 








What is the best Christmas gift we have 
received? 

What good do Christmas gifts do? 

What are some inferior Christmas gifts? 


HERE are a few who set a very low 

value upon this earthly life. But the 
majority cling to it with a tenacity that 
is amazing. The mother on a sick bed 
will fight heroically for her life because 
it means the welfare of her children. 
Others with pain-racked and tortured 
bodies, refuse to relinquish their feeble 
grip on life. Some, battered by circum- 
stances and disheartened by misfortune, 
nevertheless, plod on year after year, 
clinging desperately to life, although in 
one sense it may hold very little for them. 

If human life, then, is regarded so 
highly, what of unending life? Can there 
be any standard great enough to meas- 
ure its value? Yet God’s Word tells 
us that “the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom, 
6:23). 

Since eternal life comes to us through 
Christ whose birthday we commemorate 
on Christmas Day, surely this, then, is 
worthy to be considered as one of the best 
Christmas gifts we have received. But 
there is one greater, — it is the one Paul 
mentions when he says, “Thanks be unto 
God for his unspeakable gift.” God, in 
giving us eternal life, gave us far more. 
He gave us his own Son (John 3:16), 
and he made it possible through his Holy 
Spirit that the Lord Jesus might dwell 





in our hearts by faith and that he might 
be our constant companion and guide. 


But wonderful as is the fact that God’s 
gift was his own Son, it is still more 
marvelous when we remember that it 
was his only Son. God gave the best 
that he had, a very part of himself. 

A piece of jewelry was submitted to 
an expert valuer. He applied his tests 
for weight, color, cut, and the like. Then 
he wrote out upon a sheet a valuation. 
It was so small a fraction of the ex- 
pected value that the owner uttered a 
cry of dismay. 

“But they are not first-rate stones, you 
see,” explained the jeweler. 

“Not first-rate,” cried the owner. “How 
can that be? They were a royal gift!” 

“Ah!” said the gray-haired connoisseur, 
“I have handled many royal gifts, and 
I have learned long ago that kings keep 
their best for themselves.” 

But the King of Glory made no such 
second-rate gift. It was the most valu- 
able possession in the whole universe that 
he gave to us. 


Since God, then, in his giving not only 
gave gifts, but gave himself as well, true 
Christmas giving must ever embody the 
principle of the giving of self. This was 
true of the Macedonian Christians about 
whom our Scripture lesson tells. Their 
gift of money was unusual, for it came 
out of deep poverty and a great trial of 
affliction. But it was infinitely more re- 
markable because of the fact that they 
first gave themselves to the Lord (v. 5). 
We may sincerely give worthwhile gifts 
this Christmas time. We may give in 
Christ’s name, and we may give to make 
him known. But are we first giving our- 
selves, unreservedly to God? That is 
the gift he is looking for. 

The true value of Christmas giving to 
others lies in the opportunity it gives us 
to show our love, first for Christ, and 
then for them. Where this is lacking 
our gifts cannot be called Christmas gifts. 
It is this great fact that makes the in- 
trinsic value of the gift wholly inconse- 
quential, if it is prompted by love. The 
little cardboard bookmark, worked with 
a piece of silk by childish fingers for 
father or mother, becomes a gift that 
money cannot buy. The simple article 
that shows to us the love and thought- 
fulness of a friend outweighs a costly 
gift that we know was prompted by sense 
of duty or by display. 

We know this is true. Why, then, this 
Christmas, do we not act accordingly in 
our giving? Shall we not make it a rule 
to give nothing that is prompted by 


Church Equipment Service 
Bells and Chimes 


S THE last strains of an old familiar 
hymn died out on the still twilight 

air, the silvery tones of the chimes seemed 
to linger in the sick room. 

“Mamma,” from the quiet little figure 
on the bed. 

“What is it, dear?” 

“What was that music?” asked the 
child. 

“That was a hymn played on the church 
chimes,” said her mother. 

“What hymn?” 

“Well, the name of it is ‘Abide with 
Me,’ and the words of the part you just 
heard are: 


Help of the helpless, . 
O abide with me.” 


“I like that hymn,” said the girl. “I 
think God will help me to get well.” 

“Yes,” answered her mother, “I think 
so, too; and then you can go to Sunmday- 
school again when the chimes ring.” 

The message of the chimes has brought 
cheer into many a sick room, and touched 
the heart of many a backslider. When 
the chimes are heard pealing forth joy- 
ful and inspiring old hymns from a 
church tower, they strike a responsive 
chord in most hearts, and many are moved 
to go to church and_ join in the service. 
The chimes can express many forms of 





messages, and some churches use the 
chimes on week days as a reminder that 
religion is not merely a Sunday matter. 
Certain chimes may be set to play hymns 
automatically at regular intervals. 

Another form of chimes is that em- 
bodied within the church organ, and the 
marvelous tone effects that a skillful or- 
ganist can draw out of it are very im- 
pressive. 

Most congregations have found that 
their own bells or chimes not only serve 
to remind them of the call to worship, 
but also attract the visitor or stranger, 
some of whom may have become indiffer- 
ent to church going. What more fitting 
and appropriate memorial to departed 
loved ones than chimes placed in a church 
tower? 

The manufacturers of bells and chimes 
are constantly receiving testimonials 
which are available to those interested, 
and théy will gladly furnish detailed in- 
formation as to how they will enter into 
the design of the new or remodeled 
church. Please address your request for 
information to the manufacturers whose 
advertising appears in the columns near 
this article, or to the Church Equipment 
Service, THE Sunpay ScHoor Times, 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadge- 


| phia. 
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thought of self or display? We. shall 
need God’s help here. How often do you 
pray about your Christmas giving? Let 
us ask him to show us how to make each 
gift an expression of the love with which 
he has filled our hearts, and one that 
shall bring true joy to every receiver. 


How am I expressing to God my grati- 
tude for his great Gift? 


How can I help others to know him, this 
Christmastide ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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PROFIT 


By having a Bible conference or 
series of evangelistic meetings con- 
ducted by one of the Bible teachers 
or evangelists on our staff. They 
are experienced and are free of fads 
or unworthy methods. TERMS: 
only the actual cost of the service. 
Write now to Extension Dept. of the 











Moody Bible Institute 
152 Institute Place 
Chicago, Il. 


TOWER CHIMES 


Played from keyboard, direct from organ 
console or automatically. ... Price, $4375 and 
up. .... Literature on request... ..Addresg 
Department 185 Deagan Building, Chicago. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5®@ cents for postage. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
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in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
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75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 
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package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 
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What Will a Trip to the 
Holy Land Bring You? 


} HE tours under the direction of the Travel Institute of Bible Research 
are much more than mere pleasure trips. Definite study in the Holy 
Land under the guidance of especially trained Bible scholars and archaeol- 
ogists, new acquaintance and fellowship with Christian leaders en route, wonder- 
ful days on shipboard, stops for sightseeing at Mediterranean and Black Sea 
ports, and on several trips an extensive English itinerary, while the Travel 
Institute’ takes care of the details for you—at a minimum cost—all combine 
to make an experience that will leave life-long impressions. These 

trips will bring you: 


INSPIRATION 


To worship in Capernaum—to walk up the sides of Olivet or to 
sit in Gethsemane—what finer inspiration can there be? 

Stand upon Carmel—walk in the “parts of Tyre and Sidon’’— 
climb the mighty Lebanon—see Baalbek—look down the ‘Street 
called Straight’"—kneel at Hermon’s side on the way to Da- 
mascus—ride on the Sea of Galilee—watch the fishermen mend 
their nets at Tiberias—drink from the waters of Cana—meditate 
on the hills of Nazareth—cross the Plain of Armageddon—sit 
on the well at Sychar—rest on the slopes of Olivet—gaze upon 
the shepherds’. fields — Bethlehem and Hebron — gather “‘five 
smooth stones from the brook"’ at the Valley of Elah. 

Surely to do these will bring inspiration that will have an effect 
on your whole life. 


EDUCATION 


Here is true education. You are with a fine group of educated 
and cultured people. Their objectives in life are the same as yours, 
but this sameness you will never find monotonous, for they will 
bring to you daily new thoughts and new ideas, in happy Christian 
fellowship. 

Each week finds you in a different country, rubbing elbows with 
a different race. Today you are in Athens, sitting in the seat of 
Socrates; tomorrow you are in Egypt gazing into the face of the 
Sphinx. Visual education is the finest form of education. 


RECREATION 


This word rea.ily means re-creation. Without re-creation there is 
no progress but rather stagnation,—spiritual, educational and 
physical. The Holy Land will refresh you spiritually. The con- 
tact with members of the party and with the Old World will re- 
create you educationally. The sea voyage—-the dry air of the 
East—in fact the entire trip will re-create you physically. 

Enrich yourself—give yourself this added asset. It will give you 
a fresh impetus in life. Join us in 1931. 


SPECIAL SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES TRIP 


under the leadership of Philip E. Howard, Jr., Associate- Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, will sail from New York May 26th and will include a five days’ 
motor coach tour of England and several days’ attendance at the famous 
Keswick convention in the beautiful English lake country. 


OTHER SAILINGS MONTHLY 


including special Easter trip, special tour for returning missionaries, and other 
features of unusual interest, with provisions for European and Round the 
World extensions. 


It Is Not Too Early to Inquire and Frepare Now 


You will want to take plenty of time to consider and prepare for such a trip, and best 
accommodations are always most easily procurable when arranged for well in advance. 
Sign the coupon NOW so that we may send you our new booklet and other information, 
all without obligation to you. 
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garding your study tours to the Mediterranean 
and the Holy Land. 









= 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 














| Ramah (40: 1-4). 
| flinched from preaching God’s whole 

































































( For Family Worship } 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 1 to 7 

Mon.—Acts 6:7-15. Stephen’s Power. 

Stephen’s power came from yielding to 
the Holy Spirit. We see it in his work 
which helped to heal internal dissension 
in the Church, a mighty resuit in itself; 
we see it in his last sermon which inter- 
preted the Scriptures with brilliant and 
irresistible accuracy; we see it in his 
tragic death, for P.ul never forgot the 
dying Stephen’s angel face, and his death 
also served to get the Gospel out of Jeru- 
salem to the limits of the world. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Let us remem- 
ber Moslem needs this week. These re- 
quests are sent out by the Fellowship of 
Faith for the Moslems, St. Brigids, W. 
Kilbride, Ayrshire, Scotland. Pray for 
all Moslems in Palestine, Syria, Arabia, 
Mesopotamia, Persia, Kurdistan, and Af- 
ghanistan. Also for the 17,900,000 Mos- 
lems of Russia, and for the Moslems of 
Europe, Turkey, Albania, Bulgaria, 
Montenegro, Roumania, and the Serb- 
Croat-Slovene State. 

Tues.—Acts 7: 54-60. Stephen Stoned. 

Stephen’s unanswerable argument that 
proved, however, a savor of death rather 
than life to wicked Jerusalem shows the 
progress of God’s dealings with his peo- 
ple. Abraham gets to Canaan in stages, 
and Joseph’s brethren only after long 
years accept him. The Temple is not 
exclusively holy, but even the place where 
Moses stood was koly. Israel usually 
opposed God in His first offers of mercy, 
and it will be su with their crucified Mes- 
siah. If he (Stephen) had been disloyal 
to the Law, he would not have been quot- 
ing Moses. His martyrdom proved some 
of his points. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
70,000,000 Moslems of India. Ninety-six 
percent of the people are illiterate. Pray 
for the circulation of the Scriptures in the 
colloquial languages of the simple vil- 
lage folk; that converts from Islam and 
Hinduism may lay aside hereditary vari- 
ance and be one in Christ; for the work 
of all Bible Societies and Mission presses 
in Moslem lands. 

Wed.—1 Kings 22 : 24-28. Micaiah Persecuted. 

The modern sons of Chenaanah do not 
smite modern Micaiahs on the cheek. 
They simply tell them that “scholarship” 
has proved their Bible messages to be 
erroneous. But the preachers of God’s 
Word can afford to bide their time for 
verification (vs. 25, 28; Matt. 5:18). 


PRAYER SuGceEsTIons: Pray for the 
Moslems of Central and Southeast Asia, 
including British Malaya, the Dutch East 
Indies and the Philippine Islands; for 
the Moslems of China and Chinese Turke- 
stan; for all Moslem pilgrims to Mecca, 
that in some way they may be reached 
with the Gospel. 

Thurs.—Jeremiah 32 : 1-5. Jeremiah Persecuted. 

The sorrowful prophet’s experience was 
one of continuous persecution. He was 
arrested in the gate and falsely charged 
with treason (36: 11-15); released but 
confined to the prison court; imprisoned 
in a miry dungeon (38: 1-6) ; released but 
again kept in the prison court (38: 3-28) ; 
carried in chains from Jerusalem by 
Nebuzar-adan, and finally released at 
All the time he never 


truth. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Moslems of Africa, Egypt, Tripoli, and 
Abyssinia; for the iloslems of Sierre 
Leone, Nigeria, and all West Africa; for 
the Moslems in Central and South Africa 
and for those on the East Coast. May 
the Moslem penetration of Africa be 
checked. 


; Fri.—Daniel 6 : 10-18. Daniel Persecuted. 


As it. was in Daniel’s early day, so 
will it be in our later day. The time 
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may not be so far off when men must 
worship the King rather than God, or 
break the law. Daniel's experience, too, 
may suggest the deliverance that awaits 
the faithful remnant which will not deny 
God then. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
women and children of Islam; for the 
amelioration of their social condition, 
that they may be delivered from the deg- 
radation of the religious laws relating to 
polygamy and divorce and from the 
cruelty of child marriage. For their de- 
liverance, too, from the bondage of igno- 
rance and superstition; for the Student 
Class in all their aspirations; for the re- 
forming, but none the less deluded, sects, 
the Bahais, the Ahmadis, and others; for 
Moslem propagandists in the West. 


Sat.—2 Corinthians 1 : 3-11. : 
Help in Persecution. 
Have you ever known Christians who 
were depressed, even terrorized over their 
persecutions? It should not be so. Per- 
secution is a thing to look upon with all 
joy. Alford’s comment on verse 5 is: 
“We suffer because we are His members ; 
we are consoled because He is our Head.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for com- 
mittees and secretaries of missionary so- 
cieties at home and on the field; for all 
deputation work at home; for all mis- 
sionary magazines, books, and pamphlets ; 
for a great revival of missionary zeal, 
self-sacrifice, and prayer; the calling out 
and equipping of young men and women 
to be missionaries to Moslems; all train- 
ing homes and colleges; all language 
study; the children of missionaries that 
they, too, may yield their lives to Christ 
for the Moslems; all needs of the work 
to be fully met. 


Sun.—Isaiah 53 ¢ 7-12, The Sacrifice of Christ. 


They struck the Lord in the mouth at 
his trial. So did they strike Paul. “The 
servant is not greater than his lord.” 
The Body must be like the Head not only 
in service, but also in suffering, but this 
present light affliction (as compared with 
His awful sacrifice) will work for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
open doors in the Moslem World; for 
all in authority in Moslem lands, that 
doors may be kept open; all Christian 
churches in those lands, that Christians 
may be set on fire to win Moslems for 
Christ, and may lovingly welcome Mos- 
lem converts into their midst; that all 
converts may be strengthened to confess 
Christ; for a fresh enduement of the Holy 
Spirit for all missionaries working among 
Moslems, and for Ged’s protecting care 
over all who are in dangerous places. 
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PREACHERS—TEACHERS— STUDENTS — TAKE NOTICE 
Special Holiday Offer for Gifts or S.S. Rewards 


Scofield Bible, India paper, D. Co’... $7.00 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary at.at de" 32:00 
Cruden’s Complete Concerdance. . . 2.50 


Mailed anywhere for $10.00—regular price $11.50 


CENTRAL BIBLE BOOK & TRACT DEPOT 
701-703 Fine Arts Bidg., Dept. S. O., Detroit, Mich, 
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